
  

 

Field Day Chair Roy Kunishige, WH6FYK, shows new 
skeleton antenna he made as a backup for Field Day. 

 

 

 

Big Island Amateur Radio Club 

Working hard 
to make Field 
Day a big hit 
on Big Island 

   Plans for Field Day, updates 

on equipment – homebrew 

and commercial, and assorted 

club business highlighted the 

June 12 BIARC Zoom gather-

ing. 

   Vice President Jim Huntley, 

WH6FQI, who conducted the 

session, encouraged as many 

folks as possible to make the 

trip up to Mana Road for Field 

Day on June 26. Main thing, 

he said: “We want to have fun 

with our ham family.” 

   The other main goals for the 

annual event: To test our an-

tennas and radios; to operate 

Continued on next page 

From the June 12 Zoom session:     

Pix of schematics of two antennas 

to be used at Mana Road Field Day. 

Wide-ranging discussion 

at June Zoom session 
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William, NH6ET

June Zoom session: Continued from previous page 

Jim, 

WH6FQI

Continued on next page 

The new and improved NanoVNA (below, at right; and above, demonstrated 

by Roy, WH6FYK) is housed in a metal case. The original NanoVNA is      

enclosed in a plastic case. The NanoVNA is a vector network analyzer and 

antenna analyzer. 

one of the main stations using phone, 

CW or FT-8, and to encourage new 

hams to get their feet wet on HF. 

   “And we’re going to try to make a satel-

lite contact … at least one,” said Jim. 

   Treasurer Tony Kitchen, WH6DVI, said 

he was looking forward to seeing every-

one in-person at Field Day.  

   And speaking of getting to see each 

other up-close: What about plans for a 

face-to-face meeting in the future? We 

aren’t able to use either Puna Covenant 

Church or the Keaau Community Center, 

Secretary Les Hittner, K0BAD, entertains the troops at June Zoom session by interjecting a bit of topical humor from the morning newspaper. 
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Hank Kaul, KH6HAK, shows “an interesting little gadget” he got in the 
mail the other day.  It’s a PreppComm, a CW decoder described by its 
manufacturer as “The DMX-40: Stand-Alone QRP or Morse companion 
for your station.” 

so for the time being we’re stuck with Zoom. 

Tony said he’s going to speak to the bishop 

at the Orchidland LDS Church to see if that’s 

an option.  

   Jim noted requests from some members 

for a hybrid meeting format using both Zoom 

and in-person contact. Since some folks al-

ways have had trouble making it to the Ke-

aau meetings, even before the pandemic, 

such a format could increase participation, 

said Jim. 

   With the continued health of our club in 

mind, Tony asked that each member consid-

er stepping up and becoming involved in 

club leadership roles. There are current 

openings on such committees as 

“programs,” “digital” and “voice/repeater.” 

And, in just a few months, elections will be 

held for new BIARC Board members.  

   “The committees are where the action 

takes place,” he noted. 

   John Bush, KH6DLK, gave an update on 

his ongoing end-fed antenna project.  

   Roy Kunishige, WH6FYK, said the half-

wave end-fed he put up recently is working 

great. 

   Hank Kaul, KH6HAK, talked about his ar-

duous amplifier rebuild project (he wrote 

about it in the June BIARC Newsletter) 

which as of meeting day was still awaiting 

additional tweaking. 

   Jim announced that the club has been ap-

proached about hosting a Whisper beacon, 

which would be helpful to HF operators. 

BIARC member input is invited. The people 

sponsoring this worldwide network would 

help subsidize club expenses. The beacon 

transmits on five bands, traveling through 

them nonstop 24 hours a day, 365 days a 

year. Tom English, WH6EBS, noted that his 

neighbor in Volcano Village, Wil Tanigawa, 

KH6IMB, recently put up one of the bea-

cons. (Perhaps only one of the transmitters 

June Zoom session:                    

Continued from previous page 

Jim Huntley, WH6FQI, showed a picture of his truck with the Field Day 

quad under construction. Jim pointed out that he built it from readily 

available materials such as those available at Home Depot or Ace 

Hardware. 

Continued on next page 
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Treasurer Tony Kitchen, WH6DVI, at left, encourages participation in the June 19 Makani Pahili exercise. Board member Jim Sugg, AH6AE, 

center, explains the ARES organizational structure and how information will be handled at different levels for the statewide emergency train-

ing. And John Bush, KH6DLK, at right, gives an update on his ongoing end-fed antenna project.  

is needed per geographical 

area? Stay tuned.) 

   Jim showed a picture of his 

truck with the Field Day quad 

under construction. Jim 

pointed out that he built it 

from readily available materi-

als such as those found at 

Home Depot or Ace Hard-

ware. 

   Roy showed via Zoom the 

new skeleton antenna he 

made as a backup for Field 

Day. 

   Discussion also focused on 

the original NanoVNA versus 

the new and improved 

NanoVNA. The original unit 

is housed in a plastic case, 

with the updated version en-

closed in a metal case. 

Peggy Gentle, KE6TIS, reports in from her 

new QTH in Colorado. 

June Zoom session: Continued from previous page 

NanoVNA is a vector network 

analyzer and antenna analyz-

er. 

   Hank showed us a new toy 

he got in the mail the other 

day. “It’s an interesting little 

gadget,” he reported and he’s 

been doing some preliminary 

testing. It’s PreppComm, a 

CW decoder. It’s an SDR re-

ceiver. 

   At 3:19 p.m., a 3.6 magni-

tude earthquake occurred on 

Kilauea South Flank about 8 

miles south of Volcano. We 

compared notes on who did 

or didn’t feel the tremor. Peg-

gy Gentle, KE6TIS, reported 

that she must have been out 

of range because all was qui-

et at her new Colorado QTH. 

   Tony encouraged participation 

in the June 19 Makani Pahili ex-

ercise. Jim Sugg, AH6AE, ex-

plained the ARES organization-

al structure and how information 

will be handled at different lev-

els for the statewide emergency 

training. 
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Paul Ducasse, WH7BR, like many Hawaii Island residents, doesn’t have to travel 

far to go “birding.” Paul submitted this action shot to the BIARC Newsletter and 

reports: “I saw these love birds were using my coax ‘rain drip loop’ on my VHF/

UHF Diamond 200 antenna as a perch. They were there for about 15 minutes. A 

pretty long time considering they like to flit about.” 

GETTING A BIRD’S-EYE VIEW IN VOLCANO 
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   Michael Miller, KH6ML, 
offers a summary of the 
very successful June 11 
K6K Kamehameha Day 
Hawaii celebration.  
   “Aloha and a big mahalo 
to all the volunteers that 
made K6K a huge success! 
The results were grand and 
allowed operators world-
wide to contact K6K sta-

tions.  
2937 QSOʼs  
6 Continents  
61 Countries  

49 States (only VT Missing)  

K6K is ‘huge 

success,’  

with six    

continents 

joining in fun 

40 volunteers  
1497 Grids (6)  

18 Hours  
2129 Unique Calls  
55 P2P Winlink messages received from 20 sta-

tions (OH was the DX)  

   “Successful radio contacts are eligible to 
receive a special inscribed certificate bearing 

  the full-color rendition of K6K: 
King Kamehameha Celebra-
tion. For many, it was their first 
time to contact Hawaii over the 
Radio.  
   “If you contacted our Special 
Event Station, look up your call 
sign on the following link and 
print your own certificate: 
https://sites.google.com/view/
k6khawaii “ 

   Kainoa Danes, chairman of 
the King Kamehameha Cele-
bration Commission, said “I 
understand this served as a 
dual-purpose event of being 
part of the 149th Celebration 
and also giving local trained 
amateur radio volunteers a 
chance showcase their talents 
in our remote location of the 
Hawaiian Islands to communi-
cate around the world.”  
   He added, "It was fascinating 
to learn about Winlink radio 
email with no internet needed. 
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   The popular Ham Radio for Dummies 4th edition by Ward Silver, 

N0AX, has just been released. The book has been heavily revised to ad-

dress current technology and operating practices. It may also serve as a 

training and mentoring tool for newly licensed radio amateurs. It is avail-

able from Amazon in Kindle and paperback editions, and coming soon 

from Ham Radio Outlet.  

4th edition of ham how-to book heavily revised 

to address current tech and operating practices 

 
For sale: Optibeam 6 L 6 meter yagi  

   Aloha, I have a 6 element wide spaced 6 me-

ter yagi Optibeam antenna that I'd like to sell.  

   Used the antenna while living in Oregon, but 

since moving back here I just don't have the 

room for it, HOA police and all.  

   The antenna is about 10 years old. Works just 

fine. Have been using it on a 5 foot tripod work-

ing JA/mainland this spring, but just too big to 

hide. It has a 20 foot boom. Built like a tank. On-

ly needs (if desired) replacement of two small U 

bolts (element to boom) and a new 1 :1 balun. I 

just removed the old one....which you can easily 

clean up....just needs a new pl-259.  

   New price, including shipping, is about $850-

900. Optibeam is a premium really heavy duty 

antenna. I'd like to sell for $400. Currently it's 

still assembled but can easily be broken down 

and put into a station wagon/suv/etc. Hate to 

see it go...but just don't have the room to use it 

at this QTH.  

   Aloha es 73, Bill, AH6FC, Kamuela 

(ah6fc@yahoo.com )  

     The WISA Woodsat project, being sponsored by ply-

wood supplier WISA in an unconventional public relations 

initiative, is poised to place a wooden satellite into orbit by 

the end of the year. The idea is to test the suitability of 

treated wood as a low-cost and widely available material 

for space applications.  

   The IARU posting for Woodsat indicates that several 

amateur radio experiments will be on board as well as 

photo downlinking, including selfies. The wooden satellite 

is based on a basic, versatile CubeSat format, Kitsat, 

which is designed with educational use in mind. It retails 

for just $1,500.  

   Based in Finland, the Woodsat project began with stu-

dents across the country contributing parts to a CubeSat 

launched by balloon. The satellite will be a 10-centimeter 

cube weighing 1 kilogram, covered on all sides by coated 

birch plywood from WISA Plywood. Nine small solar cells 

will power the satellite, which will orbit at an altitude of 500 

- 550 kilometers.  

   As the sponsor explained, "WISA Woodsat will go where 

no wood has gone before. With a mission to gather data 

on the behavior and durability of plywood over an extend-

ed period in the harsh temperatures, vacuum, and radia-

tion of space in order to assess the use of wood materials 

in space structures."  

   Once in orbit, Woodsat will be able to extend a selfie 

stick to capture photographs of the wooden box as it hurt-

les through space at 40,000 kilometers (24,800 miles) per 

hour. This will allow the mission leaders to monitor the 

impact of the environment on the plywood. The satellite 

would downlink its telemetry and images from two camer-

as using amateur radio frequencies.  

   "The wooden satellite with a selfie stick will surely bring 

laughter and goodwill," added mission manager Jari 

Mäkinen of Arctic Astronautics.  

   "Essentially, this is a serious science and technology 

endeavor. In addition to testing plywood, the satellite will 

demonstrate accessible radio amateur satellite communi-

cation; host several secondary technology experiments; 

validate the Kitsat platform in orbit, and popularize space 

technology." An April 23 Engineering and Technology arti-

cle has more information.  

The idea of the WISA Woodsat project is to test the suitability 

of treated wood as a low-cost and widely available material for 

space applications.  

Wooden satellite to launch  

mailto:ah6fc@yahoo.com
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