
  

 

 Dean Manley, KH6B, SK, 
founded the Hawaii QRP 
Club. 

 

 

 

Big Island Amateur Radio Club 

Isle hams bid aloha to pair of legends 

 

Continued on next page 

Ted Brattstrom, NH6YK, and 

Dean Manley, KH6B, SK 

Ted Brattstrom, NH6YK, SK, on a trip to 

visit his penguin pals down south. 

   Rick Gardner, WH6LU, 
spent a lot of quality time 
with Dean – in person and on 
the air-
waves – 
over the 
years. He 
always refers to Dean as “the 
best of the best, especially 
with QRP” and calls him “Mr. 
QRP!” 
   “Dean held the ARRL A-1 
Operator Award, was a QRP/
antenna enthusiast and CW 
enthusiast, president of the 
Hilo Amateur Radio Club, 
founder of the Hawaii QRP 
Club, an elmer and a mentor, 
and a past ARRL Pacific 
Section manager,” said Rick. 

Ted and wife, Lisa 

King,  NH6YU. 

   Dean W. Manley, 
KH6B, died at his Hilo 
home on Oct. 22 at 
the age of 89.  He 
was born in 1932 in 
Michigan, but lived 
many years in Hawaii. 
  He was a retired 
machinist and electri-
cal technician for the 
Hawaii Tribune-
Herald in Hilo. Private 
services were held. 
   A ham radio opera-
tor for 71 years, Dean 
founded the Hawaii 
QRP Club KH6AA 
(Registered with 
ARRL on July 20, 
2000).  
   They met every 

Courtesy photos           
provided by  

Barbara Darling, NH7FY; 
Hank Kaul, KH6HAK;      

Rick Gardner, WH6LU. 
 

   Theodore Allen 
“Mr. B.” Brattstrom, 
68, died Oct. 2 at 
home in Volcano. 
Born in Santa Mon-
ica, Calif., he was a 
science teacher at 
schools in Pearl City 
on Oahu and in 
Keaau and Ka`u on 
Hawaii Island.     
   Better known to 
us as Ted NH6YK, 
he was a previous 
president and long-
time member of 
BIARC from Volca-

   Hank Kaul, KH6HAK, 
has fond memories of 
Ted the ham back in the 
day when they both 
worked on Oahu – Hank 
as engineer at a televi-
sion station and Ted as 
a professional science 
geek. Hank used to lis-
ten to Ted talk to the 
Russian cosmonauts 
overhead as he commut-
ed in to work at the high 
school. 
   “Ted would keep track 
of the orbiting cycle and 
contact them as they 
passed by,” Hank re-
called. “And they proba-
bly were a bit bored and 
had time to chat.” 
   Hank reminisced about 
NH6YK: “Ted talked to 

Stories by Barbara Darling, NH7FY 

the Russian space sta-
tion on two meters while 
he was mobile on the 
way to work.   
   “One contact he 
bragged about was being 
mobile, deep in Nuuanu 
Valley, when the space 
station passed overhead.  

See KH6HAK, next page 
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William, NH6ET

Stories continued 

from Page 1 

morning between 6 a.m. and 8 a.m. at 
the Jack-in-the-Box Restaurant in Hilo.  
He always had the corner table and al-
ways registered anyone who attended 
that day.   
   My husband, Richard AH7G, SK, and I 
were there many mornings to join him 
and to meet the local and visiting ham 
radio operators.  He is survived by his 
wife, Janet, and daughters Angela Tole-
do and Deanna Manley, all of Hilo, and 
other relatives off-island.   
   In 2003 Dean asked Richard and me if 
we would be interested in working at 
Hertz Rental Car.  Dean and Ben Blatt 
NH7D worked there and they were giv-
ing bonuses to employees who brought 
in new workers.  So Richard and I start-
ed working with Dean in 2003 and re-
tired after 10 years of driving.   

   73 and aloha, Dean. We will miss 
you.   

Barbara Darling, NH7FY 

Jim, 

WH6FQI

no.  Richard AH7G and I met Ted on the first of our three trips to Midway Island.    
   Ted, at the time, was a science teacher at Pearl City High School, where the ad-
ministration allowed him to put an antenna on the roof of the school. And off his 
classroom was a supply room where he had his ham radio set up.  
   We visited him at the school, where he and Richard spent hours in the back-room 
hamshack while I sat in the classroom looking at his school books. On one of our 
trips to Midway we 
met his wife, Lisa, 
as she was a rang-
er out there.   
   During one of our 
meetings, Ted told 
us that he wanted 
to move to the Big 
Island but needed 
a teaching job.  We 
heard of an open-
ing at one of the 
charter schools 
and sent the info to 
him.  He ended up 
getting the job, but 
only spent a short time there before getting into the Keaau school.  I used to go to the 
Keaau school to drop off his QSL cards that came in through the QSL Bureau.   
   One time we had Ted come for dinner, right after we had moved to HPP.  Knowing 
that he was a science teacher I asked him what kind of bird we were hearing, espe-
cially at night.  He laughed at us and told us that that was our first coqui frog.  He was 
right, for we ended up being blessed with a lot more of them later.   
   After leaving the Keaau school, he ended up teaching in Ka`u.  
   Many did not know that Ted was a penguin enthusiast. We did not realize it until 
one time we took Ted to the airport and he was carrying a stuffed penguin that he 
took on his travels. Ted also had been a Peace Corps volunteer to Nepal. He was an 
avid amateur astronomer and enthusiastic traveler. 
   The last time that we saw Ted in person was when he and Lisa attended a birthday 
luncheon at Kilauea Lodge in 2015 for Richard and his daughter, Barbara.  When 
Richard passed away in August 2019 I had a message from Ted and Lisa.   
   Ted will be missed not only by the ham radio community but also by his students, 
as they meant the world to him. He is survived by his wife, Lisa King, NH6YU, of Vol-
cano, and mother, father and brother in California. 

   73 and aloha, Ted.  We will miss you.   
   Barbara Darling, NH7FY 

KH6HAK remembers 
the ‘Zen Penguinist’ 
  
  “Ted was one VE for my 1999 
upgrade to Amateur Extra class 
and I took the test in his Pearl City 
high school classroom.  I remem-
ber the room was full of science 
curios, and I remember one 
weather radiosonde hanging from 
the ceiling above me,” Hank said. 
   “In 2000 Ted was unable to at-
tend Field Day, so he downloaded 
a bunch of satellite data and prod-
ded me to try for my first satellite 
contact for Field Day.  So he was 
my 'satellite mentor/elmer'.    
   “And Ted loved penguins!  He 
sometimes referred to himself as 
the "Zen Penguinist". 

NH7FY remembers KH6B 

NH7FY remembers NH6YK 

WH6LU has a large collection of QSL cards. Among his many favorites 

are these proof-of-contact mementos from the Falkland Islands and 

Midway Atoll when Ted was operating from those sites. 
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Notes from Oct. 9 BIARC Zoom session 
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Enjoy two weekends of fun during 
the ARRL November Sweepstakes  

   The ARRL November Sweep-
stakes (SS) weekends loom 
large on the amateur radio 
contest horizon. The CW 
weekend is Nov. 6-8, while 
the phone weekend is Nov. 
20-22. Both events begin 
on Saturday at 2100 UTC 
and conclude on Monday 
at 0259 UTC. 
  The SS offers operating 

categories for every prefer-
ence. The goal for many sea-
soned SS operators is to com-
plete a "clean sweep" by contact- ing 
all 84 ARRL and Radio Amateurs of Canada 
(RAC) Sections. Canada's Prince Edward Island province joined the 
list last year.  
   Most SS operators try to run up the contact and multiplier counts 
and stay in the chair for the full 24 (out of 30) allowable hours. The 
competition can be fierce, and the pileups can be huge. In 2020, 
ARRL received 1,445 logs for the CW event and 2,046 for the phone 
event. 
   Some Sections are harder to contact than others. Northern Territo-
ries (NT) is always a challenge, but there's a slim chance that snag-
ging NT could be easier this year. Gerry Hull, W1VE (also VE1RM), is 
hoping to operate as VY1AAA for both weekends, using "J" Allen's, 

VY1JA, Yukon Territory station remotely 
from the US.  
   Now in his mid-70s, Allen essentially re-
tired from ham radio a few years ago due to 
health issues, but he's bounced back this 
year with renewed enthusiasm and working 
to get a station and antennas ready for Hull 
to operate. At this point, he's sorting through 
a backyard scrap pile that includes tower 
sections he had up in the past. He wants to 
get 80-100 feet assembled and clamped to a 

sturdy utility pole. Hull says Allen is commit-
ted to the task. 
   "VY1JA is now in reconstruction," Allen 
says on his QRZ.com profile. "There is only 
a small chance that it will be done and on the 
air for SS CW this year. If so, signals may be 
weaker than in the past, with only a 100 W 
Omni VII and wire antennas. Plans for build-
ing an amp failed, and antenna work has 
taken far longer than expected." Hull said if 
Allen does manage to erect the antenna sup-
port tower, VY1AAA will have inverted V an-
tennas for 20 and 40 meters, which Hull con-
siders "the money bands from Yukon on 
CW." "So, hoping for good weather and good 
health for J, and then we might have 
VY1AAA on for the masses for SS CW," he 
said. Hull said if the CW weekend is suc-
cessful, he'll consider also operating in the 
phone event.  
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