
  

 

   I can’t help but wonder about 
emergency communications in 
Florida this week. (written 10/01) 
   Power is out.  
  The cellphone system is inopera-
tive. The media is active – but they 
have not been helpful in informing 
us of any organizational emergen-
cy needs.  

 

  

     William Polhemus, 
NH6ET, treated mem-
bers to a user-friendly 
seminar on "All Wound 
Up! An overview of 
BALUNs, UNUNs, im-
pedance transformers, 
and chokes" at the 
BIARC monthly meet-
ing Sept. 10 at the Ke-
aau Community Center 
and live on Zoom. 
  During the Power-
Point presentation, he 
offered many explana-
tions, definitions and 
tips, and corrected pre-
vailing misconceptions 
regarding which-is-
which, and what-is-for-
what, usage-wise. 
   Focusing on a 
closeup photo of an 
apparatus labeled “big, 
ugly BALUN,” he 
grinned and said, 
“that’s not a balun at all 
… it’s a choke.” 
   Simply put, a BALUN 
is an autotransformer.  
   Early on, he noted 
that “Maxwell’s Equa-
tions” are the electrical 
engineer’s “version of 
the bible.” (Maxwell's 
Equations are a set of 
4 complicated equa-
tions that describe the 

world of electromag-
netics. These equa-
tions describe how 
electric and magnetic 
fields propagate, inter-
act, and how they are 
influenced by objects.) 
   RFI, or radio fre-
quency interference, 
was a key focus of the 
presentation. And this 
is one of the arenas 
where chokes do their 
thing, keeping RFI un-
der control. 
   “Chokes keep the 
RFI where you want 

it, and from going plac-
es you don’t,” he said. 
   “Chokes keep the RF 
from crawling back 
down the feedline as 
‘Common Mode Cur-
rent,” he offered as 
one example. 
   William opened up 
the program to ques-
tions and show-and-
tell, inviting folks to 
show related devices 
that they have made or 
purchased. 
   Jim Huntley, 
WH6FQI, brought 
three that he had built: 
an UNUN, along with a 
smaller version of it, 
and a toroid. He 
showed them online, 
then passed them 
around the room for 
folks to inspect. 
   Using Jim’s handi-
work as an example, 
William re-emphasized 
that “these are simple 
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components we’re talking about.” 
No need to get overwhelmed, he 
had pointed out at the start of the 
session.  
   Tony Kitchen, WH6DVI, encour-
aged us to participate in the Oct. 1 
statewide ARES emcomms training, 
“an extreme tsunami exercise.” 
   President Les Hittner, K0BAD, 
noted that three board positions (1 
one-year and 2 two-year terms) will 
need to be filled for next year. Inter-
ested? Contact William, who is 
serving as Elections Committee 
chair. Voting will be in November at 
the second of our twice-a-year 
membership meetings. Also at that 
time, the board can present other 
items for members’ consideration. 

       From Page 1 

BIARC meets Sept. 10 at Keaau 

Community Center. 

   But, as ARES members, we 
are not alone. HCCDA too, has 
a very complex local EMCOMM 
plan that doesn’t seem to ad-
dress the ground-truth require-
ments of emergency communi-
cations. 
   Winlink may be well suited for 
communications into and out of 
an emergency area, but it is no 
good at all within that emergen-
cy area. That’s where the 
handhelds and voice communi-
cations skills will be needed. 
That’s where temporary and 
easily moved portable repeaters 
will be needed. And that’s where 
the ability to form an effective 
and needed communication net-
work quickly and in real time is 
vital. 
   Our emergency communica-
tions exercises are not building 

   Are government radio systems 
operational? If so, to what extent? 
I’ve only seen one email from the 
ARRL requesting higher data rate 
authorization from the FCC – and 
that was sent prior to Ian’s arrival. 
   So, what’s happening in Florida? 
My guess is that it is a lot like it 
was in Puerto Rico during Hurri-
cane Marie. Most repeaters will be 
off-line. Many home antenna sys-
tems will be severely damaged. 
Amateur emergency communica-
tions inside Ian’s destructive path 
are probably by the use of 
handhelds and simplex channels. 
   Remember: True emergencies 
are those incidents that we are 
NOT prepared for. Our EMCOMM 
training, therefore, has to be flexi-
ble and adaptable. It must be easi-
ly implemented and simple. In my 
opinion, ARES has forgotten that. 

The PresidenT’s Corner 
From Page 1 

those skills. SET is not training those 
skills. We merely sit at home in our 
comfortable ham shacks and send 
fake messages on a complex com-
munications system that is part of a 
pre-arranged network structure that 
we cannot even guarantee will exist 
or be possible – or even be needed - 
during the emergency. 
   What are we missing?  I guess we 
will find out when WE have to deal 
with an Almost Category 5. 
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   Chuck Epperson, AH6SC, who 

had his home burn down this 

year in Hawaiian Paradise Park, 

has now had his wife Val pass 

away. She died on Sunday, Oct. 

2, in the evening in a Honolulu 

hospital. 

   She will be cremated and a 

family service will be held -- prob-

ably in January when family 

BIARC sends condolences to Chuck Epperson and family 
members from Australia and 

California can come to Ha-

waii. Chuck’s mailing ad-

dress on this island is P.O. 

Box 4220, Hilo, HI 96720. 

Our condolences go out to 

Chuck and the family.  

   For many years, Chuck, 

an employee of Tripler Army 

Hospital on Oahu, would 

ferry QSL cards for me be-

tween Oahu and the Big 

Island when I served as the 

manager of the Hawaii QSL 

Bureau. His assistance to 

me, personally, and to the 

members of BIARC, was 

invaluable. 

 

Barbara Darling, NH7FY 

Next meeting is Saturday, 
October 8 

 
   The Big Island Amateur Radio 
Club will continue with in-person 
meetings at the Keaau Commu-
nity Center at 2 p.m. on Satur-
day, October 8. 
   In addition to the face-to-face 
session, the event will be shown 
on Zoom. A Zoom invite will be 
sent out on the BIARC Listserve 
on Friday, October 7. 
   All Amateur Radio operators 
are invited. 
   The BIARC Board will meet at 
noon, also on Zoom. 
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   Joe Rosenbaum, WH6FZH, 

encourages all interested hams 

to participate in weekly JS8Call 

nets. 

   JS8 is an amateur radio digital 

communication mode based 

on FT8. It is popular among am-

ateur radio operators for its abil-

ity to send and receive messag-

es despite challenging propaga-

tion conditions, 

high noise environments, low 

power operations (QRP), or 

even compromised antennas.  

   The JS8Call application is de-

signed for sending and receiving 

using the JS8 digital mode. 

JS8Call turns FT8 into a "chat" 

mode, allowing stations to send 

longer messages "keyboard-to-

keyboard." 

   JS8Call can be thought of like 

a very weak-signal radio broad-

cast form of 'e-mail' (though it is 

not e-mail), where operators can 

check their message inbox and 

reply later.  

   Messages can also be sent 

out to be relayed through other 

operators to reach a recipient 

operator. JS8Call conversations 

can be had in real-time, which is 

how the local nets use 

it in a group setting.  

   JS8Call is designed as an HF 

mode, but (as with 

any amateur radio mode) can 

also be used on VHF/UHF if de-

sired.  

   JS8Call was created by Jor-

dan Sherer (KN4CRD) and first 

released January 04, 2019.  

   Later releases of JS8Call add-

JS8Call turns FT8 into a ‘chat’ mode 

Growing group of isle hams on nets open to all 

ed more features to the mode, such as 

higher-speed transmissions.  

   This is the official web page, 

http://js8call.com/ 

   “A couple of years ago, Lawrence 

Byng, LB, WH6GGO, ran a proof-of-

concept JS8 net  in the Hawaiian Is-

lands to assess the viability of JS8 for 

running a net.  

   “At the time there were extremely lim-

ited resources available, so LB 

experimented with the different ways to 

run a JS8 net and ended up 

developing an open source python ap-

plication called JS8-Net to run the 

net,” Joe explains. “In May of this year, 

LB decided to go for it and started a 

twice-weekly JS8CALL net on 40 me-

ters HF.  

   “The nets have proved popular with 

stations across Hawaii, including many 

ARES operators from the Big Island and 

Oahu,” said Joe. 

   Due to the popularity of the nets, in 

August Joe added a Friday JS8 net, so 

now there are 3 nets per week. LB’s 

goal is to eventually have at least one 

JS8 net per day across the Hawaiian 

Islands. At present the adoption of JS8 

looks very encouraging. 

   LB's software program facilitates run-

ning a JS8CALL net. Quite frankly, it is 

an excellent program that eliminates the 

need to do much typing as NCS and 

makes running the net a 

breeze. This 

is a link to his pro-

gram, https://github.com/

gh42lb/js8-net. The 

application is an amalgam-

ation of the expertise and 

techniques that LB 

has learned so far in run-

ning a JS8 net and makes 

running a JS8net 

very straightforward and 

fun. 

   “LB's nets are Tuesday 

and Thursday evenings at 

6:30 pm HST on 7.095 

USB with an alternate fre-

quency of 7.070, said Joe.  

   “I was encouraged by LB 

to learn the JS8Net soft-

ware and run a net of my 

own, which is on 7.070 

USB on Friday evenings at 

8:00 pm HST, with an al-

ternate frequency of 7.095. 

   “It is very important to 

sync your computer time 

clock with an internet time 

server or a GPS time sig-

nal. 

   “One thing I was im-

pressed by is during a 

RTTY contest 

with signals all over the 

digital portion of 40 meters, 

I was able to 

run a net and everyone 

was able to send and de-

code messages using very 

small bandwidth (500 Hz) 

while using empty offset 

areas on the 

waterfall,” said Joe. 

http://js8call.com/
https://github.com/gh42lb/js8-net
https://github.com/gh42lb/js8-net
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Hawaii QSO Party Final Results 
 
Aloha, from ARRL Section Manager Joe Speroni, AH0A: 
   Here are the HQP results hot off the press from HQP Chairman, Alan 

Maenchen (AD6E/KH6TU). It really was a surprise that close of to half of 
all Hawaii station QSOs were CW, next was Digital and SSB. 
 
Here's the QSP from Alan: 
https://www.hawaiiqsoparty.org/results/ 
 

   While we only got 27 logs from HI, log analysis shows that 85 HI hams 
were active in the HQP. For the first time, Lanai (LNI) was active. 
   Some other stats: 
272 logs received 
3,138 calls signs reported in the received logs 
  CW QSOs reported: 3,709 (48%) 

  Digital QSOs: 2,205 (28%) 
  SSB QSOs: 1,856 (24%) 
Total QSOs 7,770 
    Band conditions: 
160: no reported QSOs 
80: 39 QSOs 

40: 1,306 QSOs 
20: 5,113 QSOs 
15: 1,276 QSOs 
10: 36 QSOs 
     This tells the propagation story. We suffered rather poor conditions 
that weekend. 

                                                                                    73, Alan AD6E 
 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
ARRL Pacific Section 
Section Manager: Joseph Speroni, AH0A 
ah0a@arrl.org 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

https://www.hawaiiqsoparty.org/results/
mailto:ah0a@arrl.org
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Clifton L. Leonard, KH6SJ, SK 

Hurricane-prep brochure 
   Here is an updated link for the Ha-
waii County hurricane prep brochure 
from Bob Schneider, AH6J:  
https://records.hawaiicounty.gov/
weblink/1/doc/115962/Page1.aspx 

Clifton L. Leonard, 41, of Hilo, died Sept. 13 at 

Hilo Medical Center. He was born on July 2, 1981 

in Hilo. 

   He was a US Navy veteran; a member of 

ARRL, the American Radio Relay League, and a 

former member of BIARC.  

   His call sign is listed on ARRL.org as KH6SJ, 

previously WH6SJ, which was the call sign of his 

father, Clifton Leonard Sr., who is also deceased. 

https://www.dodomortuary.com/obituary/clifton-

leonard 

   A Memorial Mass was held Sept. 26 at  Pahoa 

Sacred Heart Catholic Church. He is survived by 

his mother, Maria (Elfie Knecht) Leonard; 5 un-

cles, 4 aunties and many cousins. 

 

https://records.hawaiicounty.gov/weblink/1/doc/115962/Page1.aspx
https://records.hawaiicounty.gov/weblink/1/doc/115962/Page1.aspx
http://arrl.org/
https://www.dodomortuary.com/obituary/clifton-leonard
https://www.dodomortuary.com/obituary/clifton-leonard
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   Aloha, from ARRL Section Manager 
Joe Speroni, AH0A: 
 
   Amateur Radio benefits from so many 
volunteers helping us learn new operating 
skills and technologies. I'd like to list those 
that I know but it would be too long. Next 
time you get support from a ham friend 
make sure they get recognition.    Volun-
teerism is what makes Amateur Radio 
a viable radio service! 
   There are successful teaching groups 
like http://CWOps.org that can get a stu-
dent copying the letters and leaves the 
student to themselves to develop the abil-
ity to chat with others. To develop those 
skills, students need time on the air with 
hams that will slow down to their current 
skill level — PSE QRS often leads to SRI 
HAVE TO QRT. 
   Warren Munro (KH6WM) has stepped 
forward to launch a slow speed CW net 
for Hawaii hams. He and other net NCS 
helpers are volunteering their time to help 
build newcomers skills. 
 

Here is Warren's announcement. 
 
   To All Hawaii hams: 
 
   If you have 40-meter capability 
and have learned Morse Code, the 
Hawaii Slow Speed CW Net (HSSN) 
can help you improve your CW op-
erating ability 
by providing on-air experience in an 
informal setting. 
   Net sessions are called up twice a 
week on 7118 KHz (alt frequency 
7114 KHz) at 4:30 PM local on 
Wednesday afternoons and at 9 AM 
on Saturday mornings. 
   All are welcome to check in.  
Code speed is adjustable by NCS to 
accommodate all stations. 
 
   Warren KH6WM is the HSSN Net Man-
ager. For further details on the Net or on 
Net procedures, he can be reached 
at KH6WM@arrl.net or 808-487-1863. 
 
-------------------------------------------------------- 
ARRL Pacific Section 
Section Manager: Joseph Speroni, AH0A 
ah0a@arrl.org 
-------------------------------------------------------- 

Slow Speed CW Net 

(HSSN)  is open to 

Hawaii hams 

http://cwops.org/
mailto:KH6WM@arrl.net
mailto:ah0a@arrl.org

