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March       

meeting news 
    

   — Les Hittner, 

K0BAD, said he’s 

still looking for a 

happy home for the 

club’s lending library. 

   If you have space, 

please let him know. 

   — Jim Huntley, 

WH6FQI, invited 

members to work 

with Keaau HS 

teacher John Bone-

witz, KH6JB, and his 

students who are 

working on a project 

involving tracking 

   Here’s how to build your 
own antenna 

   March meeting antenna-build 
demonstration report from Roy 
Kunishige, KH6KU: So we actu-
ally did two different antennas at 
the meeting, an antenna made 
entirely out of coax called a T2LT 
antenna, and a Delta Loop made 
from scrap pieces of regu-
lar household THHN wire and old 
RG-59 coax 75ohm (cable tv ca-
ble). 

Join the BIARC  
Morning Nets 

   As everyone knows, every 
Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday, at exactly 8 a.m., the 
BIARC Morning Nets are held 
on frequency 146.76 Mhz.   
   Our net controller/host/
moderators are Paul Ducasse 
(WH7BR) on Mondays, Del 
Winn (WH6DEL) on Wednes-
days, and Chris Allen 
(WH6DCC) on Fridays.   
   Weather reports, lawn 
maintenance, and riddles are 
reported besides the progress 
on an antenna project, situa-
tion with repairing a radio, an-
nouncing the next license 
training classes and remind-
ing everyone of the siren test 
to be conducted and request-
ing everyone's assistance.   
   It is always fun and interest-
ing to participate on these 
nets because of the discus-
sion, but I always think of how 
more interesting it is that I 
have not met over half of the 
ham operators participating in 
these morning nets.  When I 
first started joining the nets, it 
was more than three-fourths 
of the operators I "met" with 

Alan Okinaka, 

KH6ATU 

 
April meeting change 

   Because Easter falls on the 

second Sunday of April, the 

monthly meetings of BIARC 

will be held on the third Sun-

day — April 16 — at Kamana 

Senior Center in Hilo. 

 The club meets 

March 12 at 

Kamana Senior 

Center in Hilo. 

   The Executive Board will 

meet at noon, with the 

membership gathering 

following at 2 p.m., at 127 

Kamana St.  

   Zoom access will be 

provided courtesy of Les 

Hittner, K0BAD, at: 

https://

us02web.zoom.us/

j/5181360132?

pwd=bTVFTG5HZX

owYVJ6OHpFcEV1

dHJRUT09 

At the March get-

together, Roy 

Kunishige, KH6KU, 

and Jim Huntley, 

WH6FQI, discuss and 

answer questions 

about a pair of home-

grown antennas. 

KH6KU 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5181360132?pwd=bTVFTG5HZXowYVJ6OHpFcEV1dHJRUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5181360132?pwd=bTVFTG5HZXowYVJ6OHpFcEV1dHJRUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5181360132?pwd=bTVFTG5HZXowYVJ6OHpFcEV1dHJRUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5181360132?pwd=bTVFTG5HZXowYVJ6OHpFcEV1dHJRUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5181360132?pwd=bTVFTG5HZXowYVJ6OHpFcEV1dHJRUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5181360132?pwd=bTVFTG5HZXowYVJ6OHpFcEV1dHJRUT09
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From previous page 

Build an antenna 

   The specs are as follows:  

 

6M T2LT antenna 

Materials needed: 

About 15' of coax, whatever is on 
hand:  RG-58, RG-8x, etc. 

Scrap piece of regular 3" PVC pipe 
about 2" long 

(1) PL-259 coax connector 

   Measure 57 1/2" from one end and 
mark it, this is where you will strip off 
the outer pvc jacket and coax shield 
braid, leaving the insulator and center 
conductor intact. 

   Measure another 57 1/2" from 
where you stripped off the outer jacket 
down the coax and put a piece of 
electrical tape to save that measure-
ment, this is the radiating element of 
the antenna. 

   From the point where you marked 
with the electrical tape, wrap the re-
mainder of the coax around the 3" pvc 
pipe six times to form a choke, use 
electrical tape to hold it tight in form 
around the pvc pipe leaving a "pig tail" 
end, this is where you will attach the 
PL-259 connector. 

   Use a barrel-type SO-239 connector 
to attach the antenna to your main 
coax line to your radio. 

   Using an antenna analyzer, you can 
fine tune the antenna for best SWR 
readings for desired frequency by clip-
ping the top section of the coax with 
the insulation in very small incre-
ments. 

   That's it! You can attach a piece of 
paracord to the end of the coax and 
hang it in a tree or off of a non-
metallic pole and you'll have a great 
vertical antenna that can be packed 
up  and taken anywhere! 

   To make one for 10M, follow same 
instructions except you'll need about 
30' of coax, the antenna measure-
ments are 104" instead of the 57 1/2" 
ones. And the 3" pvc pipe should be 
around 4" long with at least 12 turns 
to form the choke; tune the antenna 
the same way for best SWR readings 
for the frequency you want. 

73s, 

Roy, KH6KU 

 

Operating Activities Committee 

Chair John Bush, KH6DLK 

Education and  

Outreach Committee 

Chair Leslie Hittner, K0BAD 

Programs Committee 

Chair James Huntley, WH6FQI 

Digital Systems Committee 

Chair James Huntley, WH6FQI 

Voice Repeaters Committee 

Chair William Polhemus, NH6ET 

Meeting Refreshments         

Committee 

Chair Robert Schneider, AH6J 

BIARC Hamgram 

Editor Leigh Critchlow, WH6LC 

Club website: https://biarc.net 

Executive Board officers 

and committee chairs 
 

President 

Alan Okinaka, KH6ATU 

Vice President 

James Huntley, WH6FQI 

Secretary 

Joseph Rosenbaum, WH6FZH 

Treasurer 

Tony Kitchen, WH6DVI 

At-Large directors 

Roy Kunishige, KH6KU, and  

David Miller, KH6CZ 

KH6EJ station custodian 

William Polhemus, NH6ET 

Public Service/

Communications Committee 

Chair David Miller, KH6CZ 

~ 2023 BIARC Roster ~ 

https://biarc.net/
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The PresidenT’s 

Corner 

    A special treat at the 

March meeting was get-

ting to see Richard 

Turner (formerly 

WH6FLH, now KL5HQ) 

signing in on Zoom from 

Ketchikan, Alaska.      

   He’s in the process of 

relocating to Wrangell 

Island, about 80 miles 

north of Ketchikan. 

 

and contacting astronauts on 

the International Space Station. 

      A silent auction for an as-

sortment of donated ham radio 

equipment  from a Silent Key is 

being conducted at the March 

and April membership gather-

ings of BIARC. Then, at the May 

meeting, the bids will be re-

viewed and the winners may 

claim their new toys.  

   Proceeds will go toward pur-

chasing a club radio to be used 

for BIARC activities, said Roy 

Kunishige, KH6KU, the execu-

tive board member who is coor-

dinating the activity. 

just their call signs and 
names.  There's an old adage that 
advises not to judge a book by its 
cover and this applies to the morning 
nets in some manner.  A face is not 
required to confidently share stories 
and respond to comments. 
   This reminds me of something that 
happened in my other life … yeah, 
when I was working.  This was when 
there were no smartphones, Zoom 
service, or social media platforms 
where you could instantly see who 
you were talking to.  I was assigned 
to work remotely with someone on 
the East Coast.  He introduced him-
self as being of Irish ancestry and I 
jokingly said that I was too.  My name 
Okinaka could be another spelling for 
O'Keenaka, and for some reason he 
really believed I was Irish.   
   We worked together for a whole 
year and an in-person meeting was 
held to finalize and celebrate the 
completion of the project.  I walked up 
to him and introduced myself and 
there was a pause of a few seconds 
when he blurted out, "You're not 
Irish!"  Then another few seconds and 
we were both laughing with ribs ach-
ing and tears flowing.  We had estab-
lished a good friendship working to-
gether for a year and we realized that 
having a face or ethnicity were not 
factors in this relationship. 
   I do hope that I get to meet every-
one on the morning nets, some-
day.  But, like this experience, not 
having a face to a call sign or name is 
not a factor in determining a good 
friendship.  I must confess that there 
are times when I try to visualize what 
someone looks like just by their voice 
and comments, and I am humbled 
when I meet them and find out my 
visualization skills suck. 
   So, join us on the morning nets and 
create virtual friends.   
   It is fun! 

Alan, KH6ATU 

Continued from Page 1 

March meeting news Richard 

Turner 

(formerly 

WH6FLH, 

now 

KL5HQ) 

signs in on 

Zoom from 

Ketchikan.      
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    By Joseph Rosenbaum, WH6FZH 

    As amateur radio operators we are an 
important part of our communities. We 
use our knowledge of radio communica-
tions to provide essential services during 
times of emergency, such as natural dis-
asters and other crises. In addition to 
this crucial role, hams also have an op-
portunity to give back to their communi-
ties through community service. 
    I believe community service to be an 
important part of what we do as a club. 
   One example is our recent response to 
the Hawaii Fire Department’s Auxiliary 
Communications team’s request for the 
Pohakuloa Training Area. The PTA Fire 
Department, DA Police Department, PTA 
Medic Station and PTA Range control 
public safety agencies had been without 
their regular radio communications since 
the Mauna Loa eruption cut off the pow-
er and access to the area of the Mauna 
Loa Observatory.  
   Using club repeaters and other equip-
ment, we restored temporary emergency 
communications for the public safety 
agencies. 
   Community service is an essential as-
pect of being a responsible and engaged 
citizen. It involves dedicating one's time 
and energy to helping others and making 
a positive impact on the community. For 
amateur radio operators, community ser-
vice can take many forms. One way 
hams can contribute is by providing sup-
port to local events and organizations. 
   For example, hams can assist with 
communication and safety during com-
munity events such as races, parades, 
and festivals. They can also help support 
local organizations such as schools, hos-
pitals, and charities by providing commu-
nication services and technical assis-
tance. 
   Another way amateur radio operators 
can give back is by participating in public 
service activities. These activities may 
include disaster response and recovery 
efforts, search and rescue operations, 
and public safety initiatives. Hams are 
often called upon to provide communica-
tion support during emergencies and 

Community service 

benefits both givers 

and receivers 

natural disasters, and their exper-
tise can be invaluable in helping to 
coordinate rescue and relief efforts. 
   Community service also provides 
an opportunity for amateur radio 
operators to share their knowledge 
and expertise with others. Many 
hams are passionate about their 
hobby and enjoy sharing their love 
of radio communication with others. 
By participating in community ser-
vice activities, hams can introduce 
others to the world of amateur radio 
and inspire a new generation of 
radio enthusiasts. 
   Participating in community ser-
vice activities can also benefit ama-
teur radio operators in several 
ways. First, it helps to build rela-
tionships within the community and 
can lead to new opportunities and 
connections. Second, it provides an 
opportunity for hams to develop 
new skills and gain valuable experi-
ence that can be applied to their 

hobby and professional pur-
suits. Finally, community ser-
vice can be a source of per-
sonal fulfillment and satisfac-
tion, as hams see the positive 
impact of their efforts on the 
community. 
   In conclusion, community 
service is an important aspect 
of being an amateur radio 
operator.  
   By giving back to their com-
munities, hams can make a 
positive impact on those 
around them and help to pro-
mote the values of citizenship 
and service. Whether by sup-
porting local events and or-
ganizations, participating in 
public service activities, or 
sharing their knowledge and 
expertise with others, hams 
have a unique opportunity to 
make a difference and give 
back through community ser-
vice. 
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   Ham radio enthusiasts across East Hawaii are invited to 
participate in the Amateur Radio Monthly Sunday Night Sim-
plex Net on April 16, starting at 7 p.m. HST. The net will begin 
on the 76 repeater and then move to the VHF simplex fre-
quency of 146.52 for the simplex round. The net debuted 
March 12. 
    This event provides an excellent opportunity for radio oper-
ators to test their coverage on VHF and to connect with other 
ham radio enthusiasts in the community. This is a good op-
portunity to check your equipment and operation readiness.  
   “We are hopeful the net will become a popular event, and 
are excited to welcome both new and experienced operators 
to participate,” said net coordinator Gary Schwiter, WH6EPS. 
"The Sunday Night Simplex Net is a great way for ham radio 
operators to come together and practice their skills, while also 

Ham radio enthusiasts across East Hawaii are invited to participate in the Amateur Radio Monthly Sunday 

Night Simplex Net on April 16, starting at 7 p.m. HST. The net will begin on the 76 repeater and then move to 

the VHF simplex frequency of 146.52 for the simplex round. The net debuted March 12. 

Ham operators test coverage on VHF with new Sunday Night Simplex Net 

testing their equipment and coverage. We encourage anyone inter-
ested in amateur radio to attend and join in on the fun." 
   “Ham radio, also known as amateur radio, is a popular hobby 
that involves using radio communication to make contact with other 
operators around the world or in just your little part of the Island. It's 
a great way to learn about electronics and radio technology, as well 
as to develop communication skills and connect with people who 
share similar interests,” said WH6EPS. 
   The net is open to all licensed amateur radio operators, and new-
comers are welcome to join. To participate, simply tune in to the 76 
repeater at 7 p.m. HST on Sunday April 16 and follow the instruc-
tions from the net control. 
   “Don't miss this opportunity to connect with other radio operators 
and test your coverage on VHF. We hope to see you on the air-
waves!” 

    Coordinator and net controller Doug Wilson, KH7DQ, in-
vites all licensed amateur radio operators to participate in the 
monthly Volcano VERT Radio Check Net Saturday, April 8. 
  The net starts promptly at 9 a.m. on the Volcano Re-
peater; 147.260 MHz; (pl 103.5 on the input only, i.e., 
transmit only). 
   “At the end of the regular two-round format on the Vol-
cano Repeater, we will QSY to our alternate repeat-
er 442.150 MHz (Kulani Mauka; pl 100.0) for roll call 
and signal reports.  We will then close this portion of the 
Net and QSY to the Volcano VERT 146.490 MHz simplex 
frequency,” said Doug. 
   “On our Volcano VERT simplex frequency (146.490 

MHz) we will do a roll call and exchange signal reports with 
each station until all stations on this frequency have been 
contacted.  This will conclude the Volcano VERT Radio 
Check Net. 
   “The purpose of this net is to 1) check our equipment, 2) 
test your ability to reach the Volcano Repeater, 3) check 
signals from various locations in the Volcano area and the 
East side of Hawaii Island, 4) have a short open discussion 
in a "normal" two-round net format, and 5) practice switch-
ing to our alternate emergency frequencies.  
   “Everyone should make sure that their radios are pro-
grammed with the above frequencies, offsets and pl tones.” 

Next Volcano VERT Radio Check Net open to all on Saturday, April 8 
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   Jim Tatar, WH6EMN, announced at 
the March meeting that Chris Martin, 
owner of Big Island Screen Printing is 
offering some custom printing for those 
wanting a new BIARC T-shirt. 
   “For $25, Chris will do the setup and 
silk screen your name and call sign on 
2 shirts to be provided by you. He will 
also print ‘BIARC’ on the other breast, 
as shown in the sample shirt, as part of 
the $25.” 
   “Orders will be taken at the April 
meeting. Please specify left or right 
side of the shirt you want your name 
and call sign on ‘as you’re wearing the 
shirt’,” said Jim.  A payment of $25 per 
order can be made by check or cash to 
Chris Martin. Please bring your shirts 
and write down your name and call 
sign.  
    You can also contact Chris directly 
at his email or phone listed below for 
additional work. 
    Chris can do additional printing on a 
case- by-case basis. 
Chris Martin, bigislandscreenprint-
ing@gmail.com,   (808) 938-8785 

Here’s how to get personalized BIARC shirts 

Orders will be taken at the April meeting for the special person-

alized silk screening of BIARC shirts. 

   “Be sure to tag your shirts with your name and call sign, and 
your phone number,” said Jim. “Chris lives in Aloha Estates 
so some of you may want to make arrangements to drop off 
directly to him.” 

 
Updated Js8call net info 
   The purposes of these nets are to check that 
Js8call and our radio systems are working correct-
ly. Net’s frequency is 7.070 USB. Tuesday and 
Thursday evenings at 6:30 p.m. HST and Friday 
nights at 8 p.m. HST. Please use @hinet for the 
group, use turbo mode and sync your computer 
clock to an internet time server or GPS. 
73 and Aloha de Joe WH6FZH 
 
JS8Call (JS8) is an amateur  
radio QSO communication mode based on FT8. It 
is popular among amateur radio operators for its 
ability to send and receive messages despite chal-
lenging propagation conditions, high noise environ-
ments, low power operations (QRP), or even com-
promised antennas. 
   JS8Call turns FT8 into a "chat" mode, allowing 
stations to send longer messages "keyboard-to-
keyboard." JS8Call can be thought of like a very 
weak-signal radio broadcast form of 'e-mail' (though 
it is not e-mail), where operators can check their 
message inbox and reply later. Messages can also 
be sent out to be relayed through other operators to 
reach a recipient operator. JS8Call conversations 
can also be had in real-time. 
   JS8Call was created by Jordan Sherer (KN4CRD) 
and first released January 04, 2019. Later releases 
of JS8Call added more features to the mode, such 
as higher-speed transmissions. 

 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
   FT8 or Franke & Taylor 8 is a frequency shift key-
ing digital mode of radio communication. Following release 
on June 29, 2017, by its creators Joe Taylor, K1JT, and 
Steve Franke, K9AN, along with the software pack-
age WSJT,

[1]
 FT8 was adopted rapidly and, in little over two 

years, it became the most popular digital mode on spotting 
networks such as PSK Reporter.

[2]
 

   FT8 is a popular form of digital weak signal communica-
tion used primarily by amateur radio operators to communi-
cate on amateur radio bands with a majority of traffic occur-
ring on the HF amateur bands.

[3]
 The mode offers opera-

tors the ability to communicate in unfavorable environ-
ments such as during low sun spot numbers, high RF 
noise, or during low power operations.

[4]
 With advances in 

signal processing technology FT8 is able to decode signals 
with a signal to noise ratio as low as −20 dB in a 2500 Hz 
bandwidth, which is significantly lower 
than CW or SSB transmissions. 

mailto:bigislandscreenprinting@gmail.com
mailto:bigislandscreenprinting@gmail.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Contact_(amateur_radio)
https://www.sigidwiki.com/wiki/FT8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frequency-shift_keying
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frequency-shift_keying
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_amateur_radio_modes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WSJT_(amateur_radio_software)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/FT8#cite_note-:0-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/FT8#cite_note-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amateur_radio_bands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/High_frequency
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/FT8#cite_note-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solar_cycle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/QRP_operation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/FT8#cite_note-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Continuous_wave
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sideband
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