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Alan Okinaka, 

KH6ATU 

 By Joseph Rosenbaum, 
WH6JOE   

   Are you ready for the biggest and 
most exciting amateur radio contest 

of the year?  
   The CQ World Wide 
SSB DX Contest 
(cqww.com) is coming 
soon, and we want you 
to join us for a fun and 
challenging day of radio 

activity. 
   The CQWW is the largest ama-
teur radio competition in the world, 
with over 35,000 participants from 
all over the globe. The objective is 
to contact as many other amateurs 
in as many different CQ zones and 

CQ, CQ, CQ: World’s 

biggest radio contest 

Oct. 28 at Hilo park 

     BIARC volunteers, and an 
attentive audience of students 
and parents, had a good time 
getting in touch with the awe-
someness of amateur radio at 
the latest “Science Night” event 
in Hilo, reports David Miller, 
KH6CZ, chair of the BIARC 
Public Service Communication 
Committee. 
   “Just wanted to thank you for 
coming out to EB de Silva 
School's Science Night.  You 
made it an awesome night for 
all the students and families that 
attended.  We received great 
feedback from the facul-
ty!  Hope to see you all at our 
future Science Night events,” 
reported Jadee Takayesu, edu-
cational outreach coordinator 
for the Hawaii Science and 
Technology Museum 
(hawaiisciencemuseum.org). 
    The educational non-profit, 
federally recognized 501(c)(3) 
public charity is dedicated to 
Science, Technology,  Engi-
neering and Math education 
on the Island of Hawaii 
   “Many presenting groups 
were at the Sept. 6 event, 
and we represented the ham 
radio community,” said David, 
noting that BIARC and other 
community participants were 
featured in a mahalo article in 
the school's newsletter.  
   “The Science Night events 
are a good venue where we 
connect well with teachers 
and parents,” said David. 
“However, there is a need for 

Club crew keeps 

spreading the 

word on ‘Science 

Night’ circuit 

Photo by David Miller, KH6CZ 
Joseph Rosenbaum, WH6JOE, demonstrates how 
to use a radio at the EB de Silva School Science 
Night on Sept. 6. 

N0CAN talks disaster response 

at club’s September meeting 

   Now is always the best time to respond to a dis-
aster of any sort. 
   Now, when there’s no hint on the horizon that 
something bad is coming down the pike. 
   Now, when individuals and assorted groupings of 
concerned folks have the time to think, analyze, 
prepare and practice a step-by-step plan to follow 
in a crisis. 
   That was the basic message from former BIARC 
President Bill Hanson, N0CAN, at the Sept. 10 
BIARC meeting at Kamana Senior Center and via 
Zoom. He’s the administrative officer at the Hawaii 
County Civil Defense Agency. 

   In planning for a high school class 
reunion, I brought up the need for 
walkie-talkies.  Several planning com-
mittee members gave me a somewhat 
incredulous stare and followed with, 
"Eh, we all got cellphones!"   



2 

 

countries as possible.   
   There will be only six bands 
allowed: 1.8, 3.5, 7, 14, 21 and 
28 MHz. Observance of estab-
lished band plans is strongly 
encouraged.  
   The contest runs for 48 hours, 
starting at 0000 UTC on Satur-
day, Oct. 28, and ending at 
2359 UTC on Sunday, Oct. 29.  
   You can find the complete 
rules and more information on 
the official website. We will be 
there on Saturday, Oct. 28, 
starting about 8 am HST.  
   We will be entering as class 
Multi-two: A maximum of two 
transmitted signals may be 
used at any time, and they must 
be on two different bands. The 
log must indicate which station/
signal made each QSO.  
   Each station/signal may make 
a maximum of 8 band changes 
in any clock hour (00 through 59 

 

CQ, CQ, CQ — From previous page 

    Log sheets are still being 
tallied, but the ratings are in: 
Grid Madness ’23 was a big 
success. Lots of contacts 
were made, and lots of fun 
was had on Sunday, Sept. 17, 
during the rebirth of a favorite 
yearly event. 
    Mel Uchida, KH6EKD, was 
the catalyst for the regenera-
tion of the popular statewide 
contest. 
   “We received 32 log entries 
-- although there were many 
more participants -- and all 
comments were positive,” 
reported Mel. “We are in the 
process of tallying the log 
sheets to determine the lucky 
winners. 
     “With the collaboration of 

Grid Madness 

revival a big hit 

on Sept. 17 

dedicated fellow hams, we 
were able to pull together 
this year’s event. If we can 
get enough hands-on sup-
port, we'll try again next 
year,” said Mel.. 
   He advises interested 
hams to stand by for a new 
Grid Madness mail group 
at groups.io to “streamline 
the communications be-
tween contestants.” 
   Check out https://
gridmadness.blogspot .com/p/
home.html 
 

Mel Uchida, KH6EKD, 
discusses Grid Madness 
at Sept. 10 meeting. 

   Bill took us on a walk down 
“memory lane” as he gave an 
overview of national, state and 
Hawaii Island efforts in developing 
programs, recruiting and training 
volunteers from all walks of life to 
be ready to help their communi-
ties when needed. 
   Professional first-responders – 
no matter how hard they try – just 
can’t reach everyone. But well-
thought-out lay disaster response 
can help save the day. 
   That’s why FEMA, the Federal 
Emergency Management Agen-
cy, more than a decade ago 
adopted a “whole community ap-
proach” for emergency response. 
   Bill likened this to the traditional 

September meeting — From previous page 

minutes). Total output power 
must not exceed 1500 watts 
on any band at any time. 
   BIARC will be hosting this 
outing at the Kuhio Kala-
nianaole Park in Hilo, Ha-
waii. All are welcome to join 
us, whether you want to op-
erate, log, or just socialize.  
   We will be on the air from 
Saturday morning until early 
evening. Pizza and refresh-
ments will be provided and 
everybody is invited to bring 
any food or drinks (non-
alcoholic) they like. 
   This is a great opportunity 
to experience the thrill of 
contesting, improve your 
operating skills, make new 
friends on the air and help 
promote amateur radio in our 
community. We hope to see 
you at the park for the 
CQWW SSB contest. 

Hawaiian ahupua’a land division system in 
Hawaii, where vertical strips of land from 
mountains to the ocean were delineated, 
with communities at various elevations 
providing resources to others within the 
ahupua’a. 
   Food, materials and other elements nec-
essary for life were shared by islanders 
living at the various elevations. And if a 
crisis affected one area, other communi-
ties would step in to help their neighbors. 
   Bill cited some of the ongoing efforts, 
including Community Emergency Re-
sponse Teams under FEMA; Vibrant Ha-
waii; Hawaii County Project 360. And he 
praised “The Hub” in Pahoa which was 
created by Puna residents to help the 
community following devastating lava 
flows which obliterated neighborhoods, 

roads and infrastructure in 2018. 
   Civil Defense may not be able to get to “the 
last person, the last house on the last block,” he 
said. “But you can.” 
   “I don’t have all of the answers,” he said. “But 
together, we can.” 
   And work on this goal continues, with many 
groups and individuals involved.   
   Later in the meeting, Mel Uchida, KH6EKD, 
encouraged all licensed radio operators to par-
ticipate in the Sept. 17 Grid Madness contest. 
   Jim Huntley, WH6FQI, introduced members to 
the club’s new “shack in the box” radio and an-
tenna purchased with proceeds from the club’s 
recent silent auction of donated ham equipment. 
   BIARC is now the proud owner of a club radio: 
a brand new Yaesu FT-991A and ATAS-120 
screwdriver antenna. This portable rig covers all 
bands. 

Tony Kitchen, WH6DVI, mans the mic during discussion following 
talk by Bill Hanson, N0CAN, far right. 

Jim Huntley, WH6FQI, introduces mem-
bers to the club’s new ‘shack in the box.’ 

https://gridmadness.blogspot.com/p/home.html
https://gridmadness.blogspot.com/p/home.html
https://gridmadness.blogspot.com/p/home.html
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BIG ISLAND                             

MONTHLY SIREN NET,        
October 2, 2023 

   Although we encountered some 
server issues, we still managed to 
have a great net as fearless Joe 
WH6JOE (backup NCS) kept us in 
line! 
   I was unable to isolate Big Island 
from HMASN AllStar nor log the 
Siren Net using the live roster. But 
was so glad when Dave AH6OD 
stepped in to manually link the re-
peaters and simplex nodes up. 
   We had 28 check-ins and 29 si-
ren status reports. 
   Two sirens were not working: 
Ainaloa and Honuapo. 
   Two ran for 30 seconds: Laupa-
hoehoe Lookout and Waa Waa, 
which William NH6ET noted as 
having unusually low audio. 
   Mahalo to everyone who partici-
pated, and especially to those 
moving big boulders behind the 
scenes! 

73 es much aloha, 
Bev 

KH7LM 

Multifaceted menu of presentations on tap for Oct. 8 BIARC meeting 

   President Alan Okinaka, 
KH6ATU, announces that the 
BIARC membership meeting 
program on October 8 will in-
clude the following presenta-
tions: 
 
1.  Amateur Radio Emergency 
Service (ARES) Simulated 
Emergency Test (SET):  Tony 
Kitchen will be describing the 
upcoming test on October 14, 
emphasizing the importance of 
this exercise for emergency 
communications. 

2.  CW World Wide DX 
Contest: Joseph Rosen-
baum will be describing the 
rules for this contest and 
encourage strong participa-
tion by ham radio opera-
tors. 
3.  Hawaii Science and 
Technology Museum: David 
Miller will describe BIARC's 
participation in the Muse-
um's Science Night activity 
at Hilo Union and EB deSil-
va Elementary School, and 
BIARC's near-future partici-

pation at Waiakeawaena 
and Waiakea Elementary 
Schools. 
4.  BIARC History: Bob 
Schneider will take us on 
a stroll down memory 
lane describing the color-
ful history of the Big    

Island Amateur Radio 
Club. 

See Page 6 for monthly 
meeting details and 
Zoom link. 

https://streaklinks.com/Br02wrfyMolxOsTJoQgqwlwo/https%3A%2F%2Fnh6tu.org%2Fforms%2FBIMSN2023OCT.pdf
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The PresidenT’s Corner 
From Page 1 

See more SET info on next page 

   Determined, I explained 
why these simple devices 
would enhance a planned 
tour of six places on 
Maui, as we travelled in 
four different vehicles.   
   The first thing I ex-
plained was how we 
could all be virtually in 
one big vehicle as we 
drove through the coun-
tryside, enjoying stories 
from classmates in any 
vehicle reminiscing about 
their youthful excursions 
and experiences.   
   Then I explained how -- 
if one or more vehicles 
got separated and be-
came lost --  we could 
quickly communicate the 
situation and get them 
unlost. 
   So, we got the walkie-
talkies with a range of five 
miles, that came with 22 
FRS (Family Radio Ser-
vices) channels.  I believe 
all walkie talkies come 
with these 22 channels.  I 
was very surprised how 
inexpensive they were.  I 
think we paid about ten 
dollars for each radio. 
   And, as I had described 
to the committee, class-
mates from different cars 
grabbed the radios and 
shared their stories as we 
drove through Makawao, 
Kula, Pu'unene, Kahului, 
Kihei, and 'Iao Valley.   
   So many wonderful 
stories were shared.  
    And believe it or not, 
when we were all sup-
posed to turn down into 
this easy to miss road in 
Kula, one of the drivers 
missed the road and did-
n't know where they 
were.   
   Within seconds, a help 
call was sent out and we 
quickly directed them 
back to the road.   
   Cell service is sketchy 
in that area, so they could 
have been miles away 
before communicating 
their situation without the 
walkie-talkie. 

   I thought of how this 
experience brings out the 
advantages of amateur 
radio.   
   Similar to the days 
when we had party-line 
telephone service, we 
share common frequen-
cies.  However, with an 
able network controller, 
we share stories and our 
daily experiences and 
tasks.   
   As I said in my previous 
article, the morning nets 
at 8 am on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fri-
days, provide an oppor-
tunity to make sure your 
radio equipment is work-
ing, but in addition, it also 
gives us a chance to cre-
ate a community.  We 
may never meet some-
one on the net, just 
knowing their call signs, 
but the only thing missing 
is what they look like. 
   Then there are the situ-
ations we hope will never 
happen.  A vehicle getting 
lost on my reunion excur-
sion is not an emergency, 
but it does demonstrate 
the need for immediate 
and widespread commu-
nications when an emer-
gency occurs and when 
traditional public commu-
nication services cease 
to exist.   
   The recent Lahaina 
disaster on Maui gave us 
a wakeup call on this 
situation.  The amateur 
radio system and net-
works are vital to provid-
ing immediate and wide-
spread communications. 
   This article was started 
talking about walkie-
talkies, and lately I have 
been wondering how this 
inexpensive device could 
be used by everyone for 
immediate and wide-
spread communications, 
and maybe augmenting 
the amateur radio net-
work. 

 

   Please join us and participate in the 
Big Island's portion of Nationwide 2023 
ARRL/ARES SET activity. 
   All Big Island licensed operators are 
invited to participate in the Hawaii ARES 
SET, on Saturday, October 
14th from 9:00 AM until Noon.  
   This year we will be asking Big Island 
stations to transmit/relay two messages. 
The messages may be transmitted either 
directly via Winlink or via relay to a hub 
which will retransmit the message via 
Winlink.  
   The messages will be: 
1) A Health and Welfare Sample Mes-
sage directed to an off island friend or 
family member. 
2) A Weather Report which will be re-
ceived by State ARES and used as a 
demonstration of our capabilities to the 
National Weather Service. (Skywarn 
Spotter Program) 
   Please sign up for this event by com-
pleting the Google form available under 
the following link: https://tinyurl.com/
SETBI2023.  
   Additional information will be sent via 
Email and posted on the https://
hawaiiares.net website. Thank you in 
advance for your participation. 

73, 
Tony Kitchen, WH6DVI 

ARRL/ARES Pacific Section 
Assistant Section Emergency              

Coordinator 

Get set for SET 

All hams invited to join in 

Oct. 14 Big Island portion   

of nationwide exercise 

https://tinyurl.com/SETBI2023
https://tinyurl.com/SETBI2023
https://hawaiiares.net/
https://hawaiiares.net/
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SET:  From previous page 

SET severe weather 

scenario from AH6T 
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SCIENCE NIGHT: From Page 1  

Operating Activities Committee 

Chair John Bush, KH6DLK 

Education and  

Outreach Committee 

Chair Leslie Hittner, K0BAD 

Programs Committee 

Chair James Huntley, WH6FQI 

Digital Systems Committee 

Chair James Huntley, WH6FQI 

Voice Repeaters Committee 

Chair William Polhemus, NH6ET 

Meeting Refreshments         

Committee 

Chair Robert Schneider, AH6J 

BIARC Hamgram 

Editor Leigh Critchlow, WH6LC 

Club website: https://biarc.net 

Executive Board officers 

and committee chairs 

President 

Alan Okinaka, KH6ATU 

Vice President 

James Huntley, WH6FQI 

Secretary 

Joseph Rosenbaum, 

WH6JOE 

Treasurer 

Tony Kitchen, WH6DVI 

At-Large directors 

Roy Kunishige, KH6KU, and  

David Miller, KH6CZ 

KH6EJ station custodian 

William Polhemus, NH6ET 

Public Service/

Communications Committee 

Chair David Miller, KH6CZ 

~ 2023 BIARC Roster ~ 

Volcano VERT Radio Check Net open to all on second Saturday of month 

   The club now gets together on the second Sun-

day of the month at Kamana Senior Center at 127 

Kamana St. in Hilo. 

   The Executive Board meets at noon, with the 

membership gathering following at 2 p.m. Zoom 

    Coordinator and net controller 

Doug Wilson, KH7DQ, invites all 

licensed amateur radio opera-

tors to participate in the Volcano 

VERT Radio Check Net on the 

second Saturday of each month. 

  The net starts promptly at 9 

a.m. on the Volcano Repeat-

er; 147.260 MHz; (pl 103.5 on 

the input only, i.e., transmit 

only). 

   “At the end of the regular 

two-round format on the Vol-

cano Repeater, we will QSY to 

our alternate repeater 442.150 

MHz (Kulani Mauka; pl 

100.0) for roll call and signal re-

ports.  We will then close this por-

tion of the Net and QSY to the 

Volcano VERT 146.490 

MHz simplex frequency,” said 

Doug. 

   “On our Volcano VERT simplex 

frequency (146.490 MHz) we will 

do a roll call and exchange signal 

reports with each station until all 

stations on this frequency have 

been contacted.  This will con-

clude the net. 

   “The purpose of this net is to 1) 

check our equipment, 2) test 

your ability to reach the Vol-

cano Repeater, 3) check sig-

nals from various locations in 

the Volcano area and the 

East side of Hawaii Island, 4) 

have a short open discussion 

in a "normal" two-round net 

format, and 5) practice switch-

ing to our alternate emergen-

cy frequencies.  

   “Everyone should make 

sure that their radios are pro-

grammed with the above fre-

quencies, offsets and pl 

tones.” 

access is provided. Here’s the current link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5181360132?

pwd=bTVFTG5HZXowYVJ6OHpFcEV1dHJRUT09 

 

Meeting ID: 518 136 0132         Passcode: 3487388  

BIARC monthly meeting info 

a richer, more engaging program for 
the elementary-level stu-
dents. Comments, thoughts, and 
ideas are welcome. 
   “Thanks to everyone who helped 
make this most recent event a suc-
cess. Joe (WH6JOE), Jim 
(WH6EMN), and Mark (WH6FSA) 
are wonderful ambassadors for 
BIARC. 
   “We'll be attending more Science 
Nights in November and Decem-
ber.” 
   The Science Night onsite crew 
was on hand with a variety of equip-
ment, including the club’s new radio 
(FT-991A), set up by Jim (WH6FQI).  
   “We enjoyed interacting with eve-
ryone, while the students enjoyed 
chatting over the club's repeater 
with members on the air. Gary 
(WH6EPS) fielded the majority of 
that traffic admirably,” said David. 
   Club President Alan Okinaka, 
KH6ATU, thanked the Science 
Night volunteers: “Aloha David, great 
job with your team in representing the 
Big Island Amateur Radio club.       
Mahalo.” 

https://biarc.net/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5181360132?pwd=bTVFTG5HZXowYVJ6OHpFcEV1dHJRUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5181360132?pwd=bTVFTG5HZXowYVJ6OHpFcEV1dHJRUT09
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Aloha BIARC members,  

please kokua: 
    

   Annually, for the May and November 

BIARC Membership Business meetings, 

members are given the opportunity to pro-

vide agenda items to help improve 

the club's operations and activities for our 

members.  

   Your participation with suggestions and 

recommendations is appreciated. 

 

   Please provide your inputs for the agen-

da by email to Alan Okinaka 

(alan.okinaka@gmail.com) or by phone 

(808-987-0096) by November 5, 2023 

(Sunday). 

 

Alan Okinaka 

KH6ATU  

mailto:alan.okinaka@gmail.com
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