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You don’t need to start 

big, you just need to 

start: Options abound 

   William Polhemus, NH6ET, treated 

members to another venture into the 

rewarding world of building your own 

stuff — “homebrewing” for hams — 

at the October meeting. 

   It was a continua-

tion and expansion of 

an earlier presenta-

tion by NH6ET. He 

stepped in when the 

scheduled speaker 

had to drop out. View his 

“homebrewing” user-friendly tutorial 

via a link on the BIARC website, 

biarc.net. 

   First off: Know that minimal tools 

are needed to get started. 

   “Even a pair of scissors will cut 

through a copper wire,” William not-

ed. “The entry level is not very tool 

intensive.” 

 

   The annual election 

of board members will 

be held during the sec-

ond general member-

ship business meeting 

of the year from 2-5 

p.m. on Sunday, Nov. 

9, at Kamana Senior 

Center. Three director 

positions are open. To 

make a nomination, 

contact any Executive 

Board member. 

   Think about serving 

as a director on the 

BIARC Executive 

Board. Or  sign up to 

be on a committee.  To 

learn about the club’s 

structure, constitution 

and bylaws, go to the 

BIARC website, 

biarc.net. 

   Members are encour-

aged to attend the 

twice-a-year decision-

making meeting, and to 

join in the discussion 

and voting on various 

items. 

   What  would you like 

your club to do for you, 

and what would you 

like to do for your 

club? 

  The meeting location 

is at 127 Kamana St. in 

Hilo.  Can’t make it? No 

worries: The link to 

participate online is at 

biarc.net.   

    

 

Also in the works: the 

annual BIARC Holiday 

Party. This year’s event  

will be from 12:30 to 5 

p.m., on Sunday, Dec. 

14, with set-up starting 

at noon. As usual, the 

event is potluck, with 

signup in advance to 

help with the planning. 

Please let coordinators 

know by early Decem-

ber how many persons 

will be coming and 

what famous dishes 

you will be preparing.  

To sign up, please vis-

it: https://signup.com/

go/VKroubH     

On Saturday 

Nov. 1,  

members of 

the Big    

Island Ama-

teur Radio 

Club's Edu-

cation and 

Outreach 

Committee 

were on 

hand to 

speak about 

emergency 

prepared-

ness as it 

relates to 

communica-

tions at the 

Puna Mauka 

community 

collabora-

tive show-

and-tell pop-

up event in 

Fern Forest.  
Above: Joseph Rosenbaum, 

WH6JOE, and David Miller, KH6CZ 

BIARC shares vital 
need for comms in 
emergency prep at 
Fern Forest event 

Members encouraged to attend Nov. 9 

business decision-making meeting 

Agenda includes 

election of 3 new 

board members 

https://signup.com/go/VKroubH
https://signup.com/go/VKroubH
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BIARC Executive Board 
   Thomas Avila, KH6GG, was re-
elected club president at the January 
BIARC Executive Board meeting.  Oth-
ers on the 2025 leadership team are 
Vice President David Miller, KH6CZ, 
Secretary Joseph Rosenbaum, 
WH6JOE, and Treasurer Tony Kitchen, 
WH6DVI.  
   The seven-member board also in-
cludes two at-large directors, Mark 
Watanabe, WH6FSA, and Shawn Far-
ley, WH6GXZ, and our KH6EJ station 
trustee, William Polhemus, NH6ET. 
   Members of the club are encouraged 
to get involved at a committee level on 
one or more of the BIARC standing 
committees. There are many ways to 
help, and the committee activities vary 
widely. 
   As NH6ET noted, the committee level 
is where things happen. And the com-
mittees need “boots on the ground.” 
So, if you see a committee focus that 
interests you, hop aboard. 
   Here are the committees: 
Digital Systems: Luke McKay 
WH6GRW(Chair), Gary Schwiter 
WH6EPS, Shawn Farley WH6GXZ, Tre-
vor Manago KH6IM and Jason Estrella 
WH6GZZ 
Education and Outreach: David Miller 
KH6CZ(Chair), Joe Rosenbaum 
WH6JOE, Mark Watanabe WH6FSA, 
Fred Fischer WH6HAA, Jim Tatar 
WH6EMN, Leigh Critchlow WH6LC, 
Les Hittner K0BAD 
Operating Activities: Joseph Rosen-
baum WH6JOE(Chair), John Bush 
KH6DLK, Tony Kitchen WH6DVI 
Programs: William Polhemus NH6ET
(Chair), Joseph Rosenbaum WH6JOE 
Public Service Communications: Les 
Hittner K0BAD(chair), Jim Tatar 
WH6EMN 
Voice Repeaters: Trevor Manago 
KH6IM(chair), Gary Schwiter WH6EPS, 
William Polhemus NH6ET, Joe Rosen-
baum WH6JOE, Steve Brown KH6SB, 
Stefan Pommerenk NH6SP, Shawn 
Farley WH6GXZ, Luke McKay 
WH6GRW, Frank Roff KH6BFD 
Meeting refreshments: Chair Jim Ta-
tar, WH6EMN 
   The BIARC board meets at noon on 
the second Sunday of each month, 
followed by the 2 p.m. monthly mem-
bership program, at Kamana Senior 
Center in Hilo. All members are wel-
come at both sessions, and the meet-
ings are accessible live via the Inter-
net. Find the links on our website, 
biarc.net.  
 

   “Start small,” he advised, and build your skills as you go. And 

he offered examples of many kits available for the many bits and 

pieces of equipment that make ham radio possible. 

   “You just need to start,” he advised. “You don’t have to start 

big.” 

Homebrewing — From Page 1 
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Continued on next page 

Our hard working "tally man" Dar-

rell KH6RDO spent many nights 

slaving over our log entries.  Fi-

nally he's done!!!  Here's the lat-

est from him: 

 

The top 5 OVERALL winners are:  

1-KH6LOL   (10768pt) 

2-AH6KO   (2376pt) 

3-NH6O   (2067pt) 

4-WH6HEO   (1324pt) 

5-WH6GRW   (1149pt) 

 

The top 5 BASE STATIONS are:  

1-KH7CN   (1088pt) 

2-WH6DVI   (550pt)  

3-KH6TU   (486pt) 

4-KH6EKD   (442pt) 

5-KH6UU   (258pt) 

 

The top 5 MOBILES are:  

1-KH6LOL   (10768pt),  

2-AH6KO   (2376pt),  

3-NH7O   (2067pt),  

4-WH6GRW   (1149pt),  

5-KH6SB   (510pt).  

 

The top 5 HT PORTABLES are:  

1-WH6HEO   (1324pt),  

2-KH6PO   (560pt),  

3-WH6KM   (322pt),  

4-KH6RDO   (268pt),  

5-WH6JOE   (42pt).  

 

For the stations that included 

their club affiliation: 

1-MARC   (13,616pt)  

2-BIARC   (7939pt)  

3-EARC   (893pt)  

4-Big Island Radio   (30pt)  

5-Koolau ARC   (12pt)  

 

There were 1152 pts that were not 

designated to any club.  

 

28 logs submitted, of which only 

6 logs were in format other than 

Excel.  

Grid Madness: The 2025 results are in 

 
From Mel 

KH6EKD 

Temporary GM host 
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From previous page 

 

There were 11 stations that partici-

pated but did not submit logs so we 

did a reverse log in order to confirm 

contacts. We found that 3 of those 

stations had over 140 pts with 1 sta-

tion having 741 pts. There were 2 

additional stations with over 40pts. 

If these 6 stations had submitted 

logs, they would have changed the 

outcome of the contest.  

 

Darrell  

 

=========================== 

 

Be on the lookout for your individu-

alized certificates now being pro-

cessed by Tony WH6DVI. 

 

Thanks to Leigh WH6LC for her 

computer and design assistance. 

 

Thank you for participating and 

helping make this year's Grid Mad-

ness an enjoyable  success. 

 

73, 

 

Mel 

KH6EKD 

Temporary GM host 

Grid Madness 

results 
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Club participates in CQ Worldwide DX contest 
   The Big Island Amateur Radio 

Club (BIARC) participated in the 

CQ Worldwide DX contest (CQ 

WW) on Saturday, October 25, 

with an event at the Kamana 

Senior Center in Hilo.  

   The CQ WW is the largest Ama-

teur Radio competition in the 

world. Over 35,000 participants 

take to the airwaves on the last 

weekend in October (SSB)and 

November (CW)with the goal of 

making as many contacts with 

as many different DXCC entities 

and CQ Zones as possible. 

   “There were around 10 hams 

and we only made about 12 con-

tacts altogether (due to antenna 

restrictions at the venue.) That 

didn't really matter because eve-

ryone had a good time playing 

with equipment (including log-

ging contacts on the new club 

laptop computer), talking story 

and enjoying pizza. The event 

allowed for newer and more ex-

perienced hams to share 

knowledge, experiences and 

have a chance to test equipment.  

   “Overall, I would say the event 

was successful by its own meas-

ure,” said event organizer Jo-

seph Rosenbaum, WH6JOE. 
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The Hawaii County Siren Report for November 

From Darrell Asuka, KH6RDO, for the Big Island ARES Group 
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Continued on next page 

Draft Copy. Subject to Executive Board approval at the next scheduled meeting.  
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From previous page MINUTES 
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Treasurer’s Report 
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BIARC  Operating  Statement 
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Continued on next page 
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E&OC school events:  
Next up:  
School: Waiakeawaena Elementary 
Location: Andrews Gym 
Date: Friday, November 14th, 2025 
Time:  5:00pm-7:00pm 
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MESH-

TASTIC 

MODE 

NODE 

MAP 

GROWS 

EACH 

DAY 

 

STATE-

WIDE 

LISTING 

AS OF  

NOV. 4  

COMPILED BY KH6RDO, continues on next page 
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