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Live at 127 Kamana Street on November 9 

Elections, more biz, watching Kilauea 
    Three new board mem-

bers were unanimously 

elected at November’s 

second semi-annual 

membership business 

meeting in Hilo. 

   For continuity, the 

BIARC Executive Board 

has staggered terms. 

Taking their seats in Jan-

uary will be Bernie Walp, 

WB6PIO; Fred Fischer, 

WH6HAA; and James Ta-

tar, WH6EMN. 

   Continuing are Shawn 

Farley, WH6GXZ; and 

Thomas Avila, KH6GG. 

(Joseph Rosenbaum, 

WH6JOE, SK, leaves a 

vacancy.) 

   A seventh, appointed, 

member rounds out the 

board: KH6EJ station 

trustee William 

Polhemus, NH6ET.  

   William, BIARC Presi-

dent Thomas Avila and 

committee chairs  report-

ed on the year’s activi-

ties.  

   With 68 full paid-up 

members, the  treasury 

“on-budget,” and assort-

ed goals either met or 

still actively pursued,  

“The State of the Club” 

was deemed “good.” 

   One final act of busi-

ness involved changing 

the name of “committee” 

to “working group” to 

more aptly describe the      

boots-on-the-ground role 

of BIARC committees. 

   That vote, to launch the 

process to change the 

name in the constitution 

and bylaws, was moved 

by Les Hittner, K0BAD, 

and seconded by Hank 

Kaul, KH6HAK. It passed 

by a margin of 15-2. 

   Les will shepherd the 

change according to club  

procedures, with a final 

vote to be taken at the 

next semi-annual mem-

bership meeting in May. 

   All are invited to the annual 
BIARC Holiday Party. This year’s 
event will be from 12:30 to 5 
p.m., on Sunday, Dec. 14, with 
set-up start-
ing at noon.  
   The festivi-
ties will be 
held in our 
regular meet-
ing room at 
the Kamana 
Senior Center 
at 127 Kamana St. in Hilo. 
   As usual, the event is potluck, 
with signup in advance to help 
with the planning. Please let co-
ordinators know by early De-
cember how many persons will 
be coming and what famous 
dishes you will be preparing.   
    
   To sign up, please visit: 
https://signup.com/go/VKroubH 

With live video on screen of Kilauea Volcano fountaining 30
-some miles and 4,000 feet uphill from Hilo, BIARC holds its 

second semi-annual business meeting of the year at the 
Kamana Senior Center. At right, Shawn Farley, WH6GXZ, 

participates.                                     

Sign up now for 
annual BIARC 
Holiday Party 
Sunday, Dec. 14 

 QST In Memory 
~ Joseph      

Rosenbaum ~ 
WH6JOE 

 
   Joe is now a Silent 
Key; far too soon. It 
was sad Veterans Day 
news. The end of the 
journey for Joe and a 
big loss for all. 
   He was a very active 
Club Secretary and 
member of our Educa-
tion and Outreach 
Committee as a prime 
operator at school 
events throughout 
Puna. He served at 
the Hilo Veterans Day 

Parade most recently and 
worked tirelessly with 
communities and schools 
representing BIARC.  
   Less than a week before 
passing, Joe was in full 
action at a Prep Fair event 

WH6JOE, SK 

https://signup.com/go/VKroubH
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them and their crew in getting groups in the right location and 
helping to get them moving in a timely manner.  We hope more 
operators will be able to help next year to provide coverage along the 
parade route, and one operator to be net control to improve communi-
cations between our group and Kirk's volunteers at the staging area,” 
said Jim. “And we thank everyone for their kokua.” 

A tribute to WH6JOE, SK 
From previous page 

Pictures of Joe and friends during ele-
mentary school outreach events this year. 
He was a great ambassador for BIARC 
and we will miss him.                                     
— David Miller, KH6CZ, chairman of the  
BIARC Education and Outreach Committee 

Joe, center, providing radio 
comms for the Rotary Club at 
the last Ohia Lehua event. 

in Fern Forest. Everyone 
knows about his long ser-
vice to the club; an energetic 
ambassador for BIARC and 
a great ham radio advocate. 
   His “Bronx” accent and 
enthusiasm enabled him to 
engage with students natu-
rally. Joe had a larger-than-
life presence. These pictures 
capture that quality. 
Joe’s infectious enthusiasm 
and drive were behind our 
Club events. He was a “high 
frequency” man as evi-
denced by his reliable pres-
ence on our radio nets. With-
out Joe, our engagement 
with the ham radio commu-
nity and the community at 
large will be challenged. We 
have big shoes to fill. 
Joe was a constant pres-
ence in BIARC affairs and 
will be missed by all. We 
send him off with his unreal-
ized plans and our fond 
memories of him.  

David Miller 
BIARC VP and E&OC Chair 

KH6CZ 

  

 

Doug Wilson, KH7DQ,  Joe, and David Miller, KH6CZ at 
the last Ohia Lehua marathon, taking down the comms 
station after the big event. 

Photos provided courtesy of KH6CZ, 

KH7DQ, WH6LQ, KH6ATU and others 

   Jim Tatar, WH6EMN, recruited a crew 
of volunteers to help coordinate the 
start of the recent Hilo Veterans Day 
Parade. It can be rather chaotic, trying 
to get everyone involved, and all of 
their respective units, into a cohesive 
lineup before the big procession winds 
its way through downtown Hilo. 
   “Six hams and 3 family members as-
sisted in getting participants lined up 
in the correct position at the staging 
area and helped Kirk's group to get 
them started in a timely manner for the 
first time this year,” said Jim. “We had 
6 licensed ham operators and 3 GMRS 
operators. The hams are Dave KH6CZ, 
Thomas KH6GG, Joe WH6JOE, Mark 
WH6HEO, Chris AH6GG and myself 
WH6EMN. And we had Shu-Chen, Zi-
Ting and Landon on GMRS radios.” 
   “Kirk has been the staging area 
coordinator at the staging area for a 
number of years. We are assisting 

BIARC volunteers help organize Hilo Veterans Day Parade 

  

Photo courtesy WH6EMN 
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Classified ads 
   Palstar AT-Auto 160  
   If any local ham is interest-

ed in a Palstar AT-Auto 160 - 

10 meter automatic tuner, 

mint condition,  

   I have one listed on QTH 

and eHam.net. However, if it 

is local, I'll knock off $200 

since don't need to ship. 

New, it is about $1200 and I'd 

like $750 for local ham.  

   Only used a very few 

times ... was going to put up 

long-wire but never did. Now, 

because of HOA, cannot. 

Time to slowly send equip-

ment to a good home, hi hi. 

73 es Aloha, 

Bill 

AH6FC  

Kamuela 

BIARC Public Service Committee Report 
(Interim report until a new chair can be appointed) 

   On November 8 members of BIARC and their family assisted the staging 

crew in getting participants lined up properly for the Hilo Veterans Day Pa-

rade. With the additional help, the parade went smoother than the previous 

year and our help was appreciated by the organizers. Our help has also been 

requested for next year. 

   We don't have any current requests for help but there may be some to as-

sist with marathons here on the windward side, so please stay tuned. 

Jim Tatar, WH6EMN 

Some reports   

delayed 

   Due to certain unex-

pected circumstances, 

some of the club info 

usually updated in each 

month’s Hamgram might 

not appear until next 

month’s newsletter.    

Stay tuned. 

Rick Gardner, WH6LU, is Hawaii’s winner in the Sprint QSO 

Party of Ten-Ten International. 
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Two very special December events 
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Hawaii County Siren Report for December 2025 

From Darrell Asuka, KH6RDO, for the Big Island ARES Group 
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Skywarn HAM and 

interested parties: 
 

   The Hurricane Season is over 

for the Central Pacific.  

   However, hurricanes can oc-

cur anytime, just not as likely 

now. 

   We ask you to keep yourself 

current on your training.     

   If you have not visited the 

video and refreshed yourself 

and your standing with the 

NWS Skywarn program, please 

do so at your convenience. 

 

Kevin, AH6QO 

 

VIDEO: NWS Honolulu SKY-

WARN Spotter Training 2021 

<https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=4PQR2JjJg-s> 

 

Website: http://

www.protopage.com/

ah6qodashboard 

 

Skywarn info: http://

www.protopage.com/

ah6qodashboard#Skywarn 

 

Hawaii Voluntary Organizations 

Active in Disaster 

<https://

www.hawaiistatevoad.org/> 

*Cooperation*Communication*

Coordination*Collaboration 

Cell: 808.778.4697 

 

Other: (720) 235-8172 <http://

voice.google.com/calls?a=nc,%

2B17202358172> 

<http://voice.google.com/calls?

a=nc,%2B17202358172> 

 

*Communication is like breath-

ing. You don't think about it 

until you can't, and then it is 

too late. ~BaoDz *包開文 

‘Hurricane Season’ officially is pau 

But that doesn’t mean we still can’t see one, it’s just that the odds are lower 

*Communication is like breathing. You don't think 

about it until you can't, and then it is too late. 

~BaoDz *包開文 
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MESH-

TASTIC 

MODE 

NODE 

MAP 

GROWS 

EACH DAY 

 

STATE-

WIDE 

LISTING 

AS OF 

12/01/25 

COMPILED BY KH6RDO; continues on next page 
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