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Bonding 
with NH6ET 

From Alan Maenchen 
ARRL Pacific Section 

Section Manager, AD6E 
ad6e@arrl.org 

 
   ARRL is granting each 
state two runs at being 
W1AW —  
In our case: W1AW/KH6.  
   This is to help activate 
all 50 states for the special 
WAS250 certificate.  
https://www.arrl.org/
america250-was  
   This has already begun 
with New York and Ne-
braska leading off during 
the first week of this year 
as W1AW/2 and W1AW/0.  
   Each week starts 
Wednesday at 0000Z and 
ends the next Wednesday.  

See the whole list here:  
https://
tinyurl.com/4vzbmn4c  
   Our weeks for activating 
W1AW/KH6 are March 18-
24 and Aug 19-25.  
For Guam, the weeks are 
March 11-17 and Dec 9-15.  
   This is a fun event and is 
open to all hams regard-
less of license level.  
   However, be sure to stay 
within your FCC frequency 
and mode allocations for 
your license. It can be on 
any non-WARC band and 
any mode (CW, Phone, 
Digital).  
   We need your help to get 
W1AW/KH6 active as 
much as possible on all 
modes during our two 
weeks. First up is March 
18-24. I have set up an 
operating schedule with 
two-hour shifts. You can 
see the spreadsheet here: 
https://
tinyurl.com/3urw3pm9  
   To sign up, you need to 
contact your island coor-
dinator or me.  

Island coordinators 
 
Kauai: Bill, W2DK email: 
secretary at kauai-arc.org  
Oahu: Kimo, KH7U email: 
kimochun at gmail.com  
Maui: Alan AD6E email: 
ad6e at arrl.net  
Hawaii: Lloyd KH6LC 
email: kh6lc@hotmail.com  
Guam: Tim KH2XX email: 
eodkaboom at hot-
mail.com  
   Send an email to your 
coordinator re- 
questing a specific date, 
time, band, and mode. 
They will add you to the 
operating schedule.  
   You operate W1AW/KH6 
mid March, and may re-
quest as many operating 
slots as you want.  

   Please read the          
operating guidelines.  

https://drive.google.com/
file/
d/1X_CVDbkGfu19yVdeGH
oeeubapnEpGikJ/view?
usp=sharing  

Hawaii to host W1AW 
in March, August 

 
Sign up now for March 18-24 

operating slots 

Hawaii Island coordinator 
is Lloyd Cabral, KH6LC, 
who promoted the W1AW 
event at the February 
BIARC membership meet-
ing. To reserve spots on 
the March operating 
schedule, contact him in 
advance at 
kh6lc@hotmail.com. 

   At the February membership 
session, our station trustee and 
former president, William 
Polhemus, NH6ET, tackled an-
other important component of 
amateur radio infrastructure: 
bonding. 
   He continued his popular se-
ries on grounding with “Bonding 
to the Electrodes.” 
   He focused on soldering and 
brazing, two methods of joining 
metals. 
   Brazing involves heating the 
filler metal to temperatures 
above 450°C (840°F). On the 
other hand, the soldering pro-
cess uses filler alloys with melt-
ing temperatures below 450 °C 
(840 °F). 
    Bonding to the electrodes is a 
critical aspect of electrical safety 
and functionality. It involves 
connecting all metallic, conduc-
tive parts of an electrical system 
to ensure they have the same 
electrical potential, which mini-
mizes the risk of electric shock 
and reduces the likelihood of 
arcing and fire. 

WH7BR 
photos 

NH6ET 

    The monthly BIARC 
membership activity will be 
on Sunday, March 8, at 2 
p.m. at Kamana Senior 
Center. (You may partici-
pate online using video 
links on Google Meet. Get 
links at https://
www.biarc.net.) 
   Program is from 2-4 p.m., 
followed by social time 
from 4-5 p.m. 
   Executive Board meeting 
at noon also is open to 
members, with separate 
video link on club website. 
   Meetings will be held to 
the right of the meeting 
room we have used in the 
past, in Room AB. 

Annual Waimea Hamfest  —    
Harvey Motomura, AH6JA, chats with How-
ard Hall, WH6EHJ, at the entrance to the 
February 21 Waimea Hamfest. Gary Miller, 
KH6GM, aka G.L. Miller Photography, was 
busy with his camera and shared some 
great shots of hams roaming the aisles of 
bargains.  

Lots more photos on Pages 2-4. 

March meetings 
will be Sunday, 
March 8, in Hilo 

WH6EHJ AH6JA 
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   ARRL reports that the Federal Communica-
tions Commission (FCC) has adopted chang-
es to its rules to require that every holder of 
an FCC Registration Number (FRN) update 
their contact information in the CORES sys-
tem (email and postal addresses) within ten 
business days of a change. 
   Because every FCC licensee—including 
amateur radio operators—must have an FRN 
to file applications, this requirement applies 
to all licensed amateurs. FRN contact infor-
mation is handled separately and apart from 
contact information related to a license in the 
License Manager System. Both records must 
be kept up-to-date, and each requires a sepa-
rate update. 
   Until now, no specific deadline existed for 
updating FRN or license contact information. 
Instead, the amateur rules at sections 97.21 
and 97.23 provide that a license may be sus-
pended or revoked “if FCC correspondence 
is returned as undeliverable because of an 
incorrect address/email.” These provisions 
remain in effect as well as the 10-day dead-
line applicable to FRN information. 
   If your FRN information is current and has 

not changed, 
no immediate 
action is 
required, but 
you must 
adhere to the 
10-day rule 
for future 
changes. It is 
recommend-
ed to periodi-
cally check 
both the CORES and License Manager Sys-
tems to ensure contact information is accu-
rate, even if no changes have occurred. 
    The new deadline [section 1.8002(b)(2) of 
the Commission’s Rules] became effective 
on February 5 as part of a proceeding that 
was limited to further constraining robocalls. 
Although the proceeding focused on robocall 
issues, the 10-day update requirement ap-
plies broadly to all FRN holders. 
   On February 6 the FCC confirmed in a Pub-
lic Notice that the new deadline applies to all 
FRN holders. The amendment replaces lan-
guage adopted in 2001 that required FRN 

holders to keep their contact information up-
to-date but had not imposed a deadline for 
doing so. 
    Numerous requests for clarification from 
non-robocaller interests led the FCC to issue 
a Public Notice on February 6 (see also PDF) 
clarifying that fines imposed on those sub-
ject to the robocall rules for not keeping con-
tact information up-to-date do NOT apply to 
licensees such as radio amateurs, but that 
the 10-day deadline does apply to all FRN 
holders. 
    See the following resources for updating 
FRN and license information. 
     
   FCC Tutorial on updating FRN information: 
https://apps.fcc.gov/cores/html/
Update_FRN_Information.htm 
    ARRL information on how to update li-
cense information: 
https://www.arrl.org/call-sign-renewals-or-
changes 
  
   For assistance, call the FCC FRN Help 
Desk: (877) 480-3201 (available 8 AM to 6 PM 
ET) 

New rule for all licensed amateur radio operators:  

Let FCC know within 10 days of any change in personal contact info 

It takes a village ... 

The story behind the Hamfest from sponsoring Kohala Hamakua Radio Club 

KHRC Hamfest – Waimea 2026 
Saturday, Feb 21 

Treasurer’s Report and  
Event Summary 

    First off, the club recognizes and thanks 
Steve Milner, WH6N, for his steadfast dedica-
tion to the club and for being the driving 
force behind our yearly Hamfest for perhaps 
the past 15 years, along with his wife, Loret-
ta. 
   They needed a break, and they also had a 
mainland commitment that prevented them 
from planning this year’s Hamfest.  
   Steve asked others to step in and take over, 
and his mentorship, guidance, and meticu-
lous historical 
records were crucial to our success this 
year.  
   Secondly, little did the club know that we 
had a gold mine of talented members who 
eagerly stepped up and spread out much of 
the work that Steve and Loretta had previ-
ously carried largely on their own. 
   Pete Hendricks, WH6GXF, and Dawn Smith, 
KQ4YGB, are most notable for their enthusi-
asm and “can do” attitude — a real pleasure 
to work with. 
   Dawn’s food banquet was a big hit, and 
Pete’s acquisition of Starbucks coffee was 
greatly appreciated. When next in Starbucks, 
please tell them thank you as well. 
   Pete also reached out to our local Rotary 
Club, and courtesy of Bill Sanborn, we ob-
tained event insurance for this Hamfest. As a 
result, the club did not have to pay ARRL for 
insurance. The question of year-round 
insurance for the club should be an agenda 
item for our March meeting. 
   Another standout was Harvey Motomura, 
AH6JA, from Hilo, who was literally the first 
to arrive and soon became the official greeter 
at the door. 
   He welcomed each person, thanked them 

for coming, and personally 
wrote out name tags as they signed in. His 
positive attitude set a wonderful tone for the 
day. Thank you, Harvey.  
   It is important that we, as a club, host this 
Hamfest each year. It is the only one on this 
island and is looked 
forward to by many hams. We had several 
who flew in from Oahu for the event.  
   As the day progressed, it became clear to 
me that this was not just about KHRC.  
   We were providing a venue for 
hams to meet, trade stories, and finally meet 
in person someone they may have only spo-
ken with on the radio.  
   In that sense, we are hosting a social gath-
ering and providing a real community service 
— and that is gratifying in 
and of itself.  

   There were approximately 60 in attendance 
per the sign-in sheets.  
   Another suggested agenda item for our 
March meeting is that we begin organizing 
next year’s Hamfest now and ask who might 
be willing to help with planning (venue, 
events, prizes, food, setup, cleanup, etc.).  
   So now the Treasurer’s Report: 
$1,214.93 — Club bank balance at start 
$ 316.00 — Net from Hamfest (Gross was 
$539, less venue rental and banner cost. 
Dawn donated the food.) 
$1,530.93 — Current Club bank balance to 
date. 

                          Respectfully submitted, 
Howard WH6EHJ 

Treasurer and Acting President, KHRC  

Gary Miller photo 
The food provided by Dawn Smith, KQ4YGB, was a special hit at the Waimea Hamfest. 



Guest speaker was WH6GDC. 

G.L. Miller        
Photography  

BARGAIN HUNTERS ENJOY THE HUNT. 

KH6EKD 

AH6GT 

KH6RDO 

KA0RGT  

https://glmillerphotography.zenfolio.com/
https://glmillerphotography.zenfolio.com/


G.L. Miller 
Photography  

Courtesy 
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NH7AO 
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WH6GDC 

WH7CD 

KH6LT 
KH6DK 

EVERY YEAR:  
NEVER CAN TELL 
WHAT YOU’LL 
FIND AT THE 
WAIMEA          
HAMFEST! 

https://glmillerphotography.zenfolio.com/
https://glmillerphotography.zenfolio.com/


   Mark your calendars:  
   The date is set for this year's 
Grid Madness. 
   The popular fall event will be 
held on Sunday, Sept. 27, from 
1300 until 1700 HST. 
   This date was picked especial-
ly not to conflict with the Ka'u 
Coffee Trail Run, which draws a 
big group of ham volunteers 
helping with communications for 
the races. The Ka'u event will be 
staged on the previous Sunday. 
   As details are firmed up, info 
specific to the 2026 Grid Mad-
ness event will be provided at   
https://
gridmadness.blogspot.com/ 
   For now, interested hams can 
check that site for details of last 
year's event and get an overall 

feel for the contest, since general 
information doesn't change much 
from year to year. 
   Grid Madness is a statewide 
event, and last year Hawaii Is-
land hams were joined by folks 
on Kauai, Maui and Oahu. There 
was lots of relaying going on and 
plenty of comments about how 
much fun everyone had. 
   The contest is open to licen-
sees at all levels and is on sim-
plex only. 
   The four-hour event is de-
signed for EMCOMM practice, 
and for FUN.  
   Test your equipment, coverage 
and operating skills using FM 
simplex on 6 meters, 2 meters, 
1.25 meters and 70 cm. 

   The ARRL Letter for February 26, 2026 announced newly 
appointed section managers, including the position serving Ha-
waii: 
   “ARRL has appointed Heather Flewelling, AH7RF, of Hono-
lulu, to be the ARRL Pacific Section Manager starting April 1, 
2026. She has been the Assistant Section Manager since 2023.” 
   Current Pacific Section Manager Alan Maenchen explained 
the change in a February message to Hawaii hams: 
   “The Section Manager election for our Pacific section resulted 
in no one elected. In fact, no one petitioned to be on the ballot 
which would have gone out last month. As I previously an-
nounced, I am not running for reelection. 
   “Once this situation became apparent that there would be no 
one as SM, Heather, AH7RF, volunteered to take the post. She 
was heartily endorsed by myself and Pacific Division director 
John NZ6Q. HQ has appointed her the new Section Manager 
starting April 1. Heather has my full support and I look for-
ward to working with her to transition. 
ARRL Pacific Section 
Section Manager: Alan P Maenchen, AD6E 

ad6e@arrl.org 

Introducing new Pacific Section 
manager for ARRL:  
Heather Flewelling, AH7RF 

Grid Madness 2026 set for Sunday, September 27 

Hippo Dude 
 
2026 Grid 
Madness   
mascot 

ARRL has appointed Heather Flewelling, AH7RF, of Honolulu, to 
be the ARRL Pacific Section Manager starting April 1. She has 
been the Assistant Section Manager since 2023. 
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The Hawaii County Siren Report for March 2026  

From Darrell Asuka, KH6RDO, for the Big Island ARES Group  

Techs on 10 meters 
 
    There are 3,344 amateur radio licensees in 
Hawaii and another 233 in Guam, which is 
part of the ARRL Pacific Section. Of those, 
half are Technician licensees, the vast majority 
of whom never get on HF and experience 
worldwide communications. Most are either 
not active on air at all, or only on VHF/UHF. 
   There is a special, free RATPAC presenta-
tion on Monday, March 30, that will go over 
how you, as a Tech or new ham, can get active 
on the HF 10 meter band. I urge you to take a 
look and see what HF is like and how to get 
active without needing to upgrade your license. 
You have that privilege now so why not use it?  
   Please read more info here: 
https://drive.google.com/file/
d/1AqjQhIKCJdRideQzBRohYv7jXmf9v7nb/
view 
          Aloha, Alan  AD6E / KH6TU 
          ARRL Pacific Section Manager 

 

   For the monthly siren net, coordina-
tors are looking for additional personnel 
who are interested in being net control 
operators, on a rotating basis, to oper-
ate from home or the EOC radio room.   
   Please contact Jim Tatar WH6EMN and 
let him know at james.tatar@yahoo.com 
  There is also a desire to get additional 
operators for the Allstar net for those who 
are interested. 

Net control operators needed 
for the monthly siren net 





STATE-WIDE MESHTASTIC LISTING AS OF MARCH 4 
 

COMPILED BY KH6RDO, and continues on next several pages  










