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        August 2026 

John Bush shared a new Anker Solix 
portable power generator. Lightweight 

and very capable. Features multiple out-
lets including AC, USB, and charging 
input for solar charging. Available at 

Battery Bill’s.  

Tom English, above, shows the rig used 
for the FT-8 demonstration. BIARC 
Yaesu FT991A coupled with a Mac-

Book Air going out to a Super Antenna 
on the lawn at Kamana Center. Tom & 

John gave a very good orientation on 
FT-8. Entire rig was off grid and quite 
compact. Several contacts were made 

showing the capability of the set-up. 

At the 
BIARC 

meeting  
July 12 

 
Photos by Mark 

Watanabe, 
WH6FSA 

FT-8 demo by John Bush, KH6DLK; Tom English, WH6EBS. 

Local amateur radio volunteers provide communica-
tions each year for the ‘Ohia Lehua Runs in Volcano.  
Above: the net control station coordinated by Doug 
Wilson, KH7DQ, who thanks all of the hams who helped 
along the running routes.  

   Ten ham radio operators 
volunteered, once again, to 
provide radio communica-
tions for the annual Volca-
no ‘Ohi'a Lehua Half-
marathon and 5k Runs on 
July 25.  
   “Radio stations were set 
up throughout the course, 
including net control at the 
start/finish line to provide 
real time status reports on 
the runners and emergency 
traffic when needed,” said 
Doug Wilson (KH7DQ) who 
coordinated com-

munications for the race. 
   “There were 435 runners 
in this year’s race.  Two of 
the 5K runners missed their 
5K turnaround sign and 
our ham radio operators 
arranged for their safe re-
turn to the finish line.  
   “This year, our favorite 
runner, “Fireball” #393, 
finished at 10:59, just be-
fore the race ended at 11:00 
am.  
   “And one of our own, 
Luke McKay #199 

Photos by WH6LQ and KH7DQ 

At the Volcano runs 

Luke McKay 
(WH6GRW) 

makes the 5K 
turnaround. 

Continued on Page 2 

BIARC education committee 
assists at first Science Night 

   On July 30, the BIARC Educa-
tion and Outreach Committee 
took the message of ham radio to 
the first Science Night of the new 
school year.  
   This free event, hosted by the 
Hawaii County Department of 
Parks and Recreation at the Ke-
aau Armory, promised fun for the 
entire family.  
   It featured activities related to 
science, technology, engineering 
and math (STEM); hands-on ex-
periments; space and astronomy 
exploration; opportunities to con-
nect with local STEM organiza-
tions; and fun learning experienc-

es for all ages. 
   Science Night is a collaboration 
between the county, Starbase Ha-
waii, and the Hawaii Science and 
Technology Museum. 
   Many community partners led 
activities. Participants also in-
cluded the Gemini Observatory, 
Subaru Telescope, Hawaii Army 
National Guard, the University of 
Hawaii Institute for Astronomy, 
Hawaiian Volcano Education and 
Resilience Institute, and Pacific 
International Space Center for 
Exploration Systems. 

See Education/Outreach 
Committee Report on Page 5 

See Page 4 for what’s up next ... 
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Hippo Dude 
 
2026 Grid Madness mascot 

   Grid Madness.  

   The title says it all.  

   And all licensed hams are invited to participate. 

   The popular fall event will be held on Sunday, Sept. 27, from 1300 until 

1700 HST. 

   This date was picked especially not to conflict with the Ka'u Coffee Trail 

Run, which draws a big group of ham volunteers helping with communica-

tions for the races. The Ka'u event will be staged on the previous Sunday. 

   Details are being firmed up, and info specific to the 2026 Grid Madness 

event is now provided at   

https://gridmadness.blogspot.com/ 

   Check that site for details, and get an overall feel for the contest. It will 

seem familiar to previous participants, since information doesn't change 

much from year to year. 

   Grid Madness is a statewide event, and last year Hawaii Island hams were 

joined by folks on Kauai, Maui and Oahu. There was lots of relaying going 

on and plenty of comments about how much fun everyone had. 

   The contest is open to licensees at all levels and is on simplex only. 

   The four-hour event is designed for EMCOMM practice, and for FUN.  

   Test your equipment, coverage and operating skills using FM simplex on 6 

meters, 2 meters, 1.25 meters and 70 cm. 

2026 ‘Ohia Lehua Runs 
From Page 1 

"Fireball" #393 crosses the finish line. Runners on Wright Road. 

(WH6GRW), ran the 5K race while his 
wife, Kim McKay (WH6GQD) was 
cheering him on from her “Marshall 3” 
station,” said KH7DQ. 
   Participating radio operators included 
Doug Wilson as the Net Control Station, 
David Miller (KH6CZ) at Aid Station 
#1, Dale McBeath (WH6DGM) at Aid 
Station #2, Ellen O’Dunn (WH6FRV) 
with Course Marshall #2, Kim McKay 
(WH6GQD) with Course Marshall #3, 
Bob Becker (WH6ESC) with Course 
Marshall #4, Linda Quarberg 
(WH6LQ) at the 5k Turnaround, Tom 

Fischer (KH6TD) at the Haunani Road 
Turnaround, Daran Campbell 
(WH6GII) with Police Officer #1 and 
Frankie Green (KH7FG) at the High-
way 11 station. 
   “The weather was rainy throughout 
the race, but, our “hamsters” perse-
vered as expected.   
   “They did an excellent job keeping 
track of runners as they made their way 
around the course and provided real-
time runner status reports from the 
field to Net Control for the announcer 
and race headquarters throughout the 

race,” said KH7DQ.  
   “They also got in some good radio 
procedure practice, including the use of 
tactical call signs and finding the best 
spot at their respective stations for the 
optimal signal into the Volcano Repeat-
er and Net Control. 
   “Radio operators also enjoyed the 
interaction with runners as they made 
their way around the course!   
   “Thanks to all for their community 
service in unpleasant conditions and 
stepping up to the plate when runners 
needed assistance!” 

Annual Grid Madness simplex event set for Sunday, Sept. 27 
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It’s already August!  

Please save the dates: Aug 23-24 for the Hawaii QSO Party 
 

https://www.hawaiiqsoparty.org/ 

 

The HQP will run from 1600Z on 22August thru 1800Z on 23 August, 2025. 

Work as many stations on as many bands and modes as you can. Please note 

that this is 6 am Saturday through 6 pm Sunday local time. The overall 

time has been reduced from 48 to 36 hours eliminating the Friday night 

hours. 

 

This is Hawaii’s one big HF event of the year and there will be a LOT of 

folks out there looking for HI. This event will be active for 36 hours, 

but no one has to be active the whole time. Think of it as a 36 hour 

window of opportunity. Play radio as much as you like during those 

hours. Make one QSO, two QSOs, 10, 100, 1,000 .. whatever. Just get 

active! Then send me your log. Test your station and your operating. 

 

Most important: Have FUN. Please review the rules as there have been 

some changes: https://www.hawaiiqsoparty.org/rules-page/ 

 

All digital modes (RTTY, FT8, FT4, PSK, VarAC, whatever) are considered 

“digital” so there are three modes to use: CW, Phone, Digital. 

 

ALSO (drum roll) W1AW/KH6 will be active during HQP this year. A QSO 

with W1AW/KH6 may come from different Hawaiian QTHs in which case you 

will be credited with having worked those Multipliers. You may also 

operate as W1AW/KH6 during HQP (or that active week). If so, you’ll need 

to log QSOs separately from your home call. Sign-ups for specific 

band/time/date/mode will be taken starting today. Please consult the 

spreadsheet and send me an email requesting your desired operating 

block. First come, first served. The spreadsheet (copy then paste into 

your browser): 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Hc7zm2eKTNJLlAkzvk3NwfeuvWf_UiaXUjKcDRYzjlU/edit?

usp=sharing 

 

Please contact me at info@hawaiiqsoparty.org if you have any questions 

or suggestions. 

Also, please let other hams know about this Party. 

 

With Aloha, 

Alan AD6E / KH6TU 

HQP Chairman 

W1AW/KH6 coordinator 

August 2, 2026 

https://
www.hawaii 
qsoparty.org/ 

  Need a tower climber?  
   While at the Kea'au Science Night I met a young 
man named Joe. He has experience climbing tow-
ers from when he lived on the mainland and did a 
lot of work on them for communications equip-
ment. So if you are looking for a climber let me 
know and I can get you his number. he lives in 
Kaimu.  
   He is also interested in setting up his own low 
wattage radio station in Kaimu and has his own 
56' tower he is planning to put up. Anyone inter-
ested in working with him on that would be appre-
ciated. 
 
Jim Tatar WH6EMN 
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Monthly breakfast 
gathering 

 
   The informal multi-club First 
Saturday of the Month Breakfast 
gathering is an East Hawaii tradi-
tion. Over the years, interested 
hams have met at varying venues 
on that first Saturday. 
   There’s no formal agenda, and 
everyone is welcome. The current 
setup is at 7:30 a.m. at IHOP res-
taurant in Hilo. 

 

Maui County works to recruit  
additional licensed hams 

 
   Maui County officials looking to expand Maui’s 

emergency communications network recently of-

fered a free workshop aimed at recruiting more li-

censed amateur radio operators. Officials noted 

that a busy hurricane season is expected.  

   The event was presented Saturday, June 27, at 

the University of Hawaii Maui College in Kahului. 

Looking to expand the pool of licensed operators, 

coordinators invited residents to learn more about 

amateur radio to help keep communities safe. 

   The day-long event was open to all ages. It in-

cluded live demonstrations as part of a national 

exercise involving hundreds of radio operators. 

   Amateur radio operators on Maui are activated by 

the Maui Emergency Management Agency during 

disasters. They helped with communications fol-

lowing the 2023 wildfires and were active during 

the March Kona low storms. 

   In the July Hamgram, one of the Field Day partici-

pants was misidentified in a photo as WH6GZZ, when 

the caption should have said KH7CN. The Hamgram 

apologizes to both of the hams for the error. 

Classified ads 

Corrections 

Ham Radio Gear Sale! 

   AH6KO is cleaning up the shack. Items for sale 

include an HF radio, several VHF/UHF radios, anten-

nas, coax, books, parts, and more. Everything is 

priced to move; free stuff too! 

   • View the inventory: https://tinyurl.com/4s9t96fc 

   • Contact Stan: AH6KO.radio@gmail.com or 808-

238-8229 

   • Initial sale date set for Saturday, August 8. 

From BIARC Secretary Jim Tatar, WH6EMN:  
 

John Bush and Tom English put on a great demonstration of 
the basics of digital radio in July.  

There will be a follow up demo with anyone who will bring 
their radio to the August meeting on setting up your radio to 

operate digital.  
   Hope to see you there with your radio. 

 

Introduction to Digital Radio 
 
   At our July meeting John Bush and Tom English went over the 
basics of a digital radio system requirements with a live setup on 
the lanai area at the Kamana Center.  
   Starting with the different types of radios and needed accesso-
ry equipment a radio may need to become digital capable. They 
had the radio, antenna and other associated equipment on hand 
to give a live demonstration for everyone there to observe and to 
operate. 
   Both John and Tom have asked that if you aren’t sure about 
your radio’s digital capabilities to bring YOUR RADIO to the 
meeting on August 9 and they will check it out and let you know 
what you need to complete your setup. 
    Quite interesting that both men recommend you start out with 
FT8 or a similar simple program and then upgrade to the Win-
link system after getting some experience on setting up for digi-
tal. While many radios adapt readily to digital others take more 
steps and practice to get them up and running properly. 
   One major point with digital is that while it is a very imperson-
al it is being found to mere reliable than voice with all of the 
noise being introduced into our radio spectrum with so much 
additional electronics being introduced on our planet. 
 
Jim Tatar, WH6EMN 
Secretary 

Follow-up demo on basics of    
digital radio …                         

bring your radio to August  meeting 
Public Service Report for August 

   During July,  I managed to get to Honokaa Hospi-
tal and begin the transition of some radio equip-
ment. The Meshtastic G2 relay node was reinstalled 
and has brought out a couple of other nodes that 
were not seen in Pauuilo. Linking to other hospital 
equipment is planned so non licensed personnel can 
contact the Hilo Benioff Medical Center. 
   At the Hilo Benioff Medical Center I took down 

the 8010 end fed antenna and put up the Buckmas-

ter 8010 offset dipole after finally getting the third 

mast up for that operation. That should keep them 

in communication until early next year when they 

move to the new wing. 

Jim Tatar,  

WH6EMN, chair 
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BIARC Education 

and Outreach  

Committee report 

on July activity 

 
 

 
Participation by the 

BIARC EOC 
 
   The BIARC Education and Out-
reach Committee attended the Sci-
ence Fair at the Keaau Armory on 
Friday, July 30. Another successful 
spearheaded by our itinerant team of 
roving operators. Jim, Fred, Leigh 
and David were active in engaging 
with the community of Keaau at the 
site. James Tatar WH6EM, Fred 
Fischer WH6HAA,  Leigh Critchlow 
WH6LC (On The Air at 146.760 from 
Mountain View) and David Miller 
KH6CZ. Mark Watanabe WH6FSA 
present in spirit. 
    
   We had a great evening with the 
kids and their parents and look for-
ward to similar events forthcoming. 
The Armory Event marked the begin-
ning of the new School Year and Sci-
ence Fairs scheduled throughout 
Puna.  
  
   Next Up: We will be attending the 
Science Fair at:  
Location: Keaau Elementary School 
Date: Tuesday August 18th, 2026 
Time: 4:30 PM - 6:00 PM 
 
David Miller 
KH6CZ 
EOC Chair 

   The Hawaii County Department of Parks and Recreation hosted the 
community to Science Night from 5 to 7 p.m. July 30 at Keaau Armory. 
   The free event featured activities related to science, technology, engi-
neering and math as well as hands-on experiments, space and astrono-
my exploration, opportunities to connect with local science, technology, 
engineering and math organizations; and fun learning experiences for 
the whole family. 
   Science Night is a collaboration between the county, Starbase Hawai‘i 

Family engagement and information shared. James spreading the 
word. 
 

KH6CZ photos 
 

The younger operators 
pick up the microphone 
moves quickly and they 

engage naturally with 
Leigh. They also love 

Fred.  
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The Hawaii County Siren Report for August 2026  

From Darrell Asuka, KH6RDO, for the Big Island ARES Group  
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Jeremy, KH7CN, enjoys contesting, and encourages other hams to get involved. Here are 
some of his recent awards. 

Ranked 741 out of 1736 in the world. 

C 
O 
N 
T 
E 
S 
T 
I 
N 
G 
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Understanding Contesting 
Ham radio contesting is a competitive activity where operators aim to con-
tact as many amateur radio stations as possible within a specified time 
frame. Each contest has its own set of rules, including operating times, fre-
quency bands, and required exchanges of information. 
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BIARC Executive Board 
 

Directors Minutes BIARC 

Sunday June 14, 2026 
 

Call to Order: 12:14 PM 

Present: Thomas Avila KH6GG, Dave Miller KH6CZ, Fred Fischer WH6HAA, Shawn Farley WH6GXZ, Jim Tatar 

WH6EMN.  

Excused: William Polhemus NH6ET, Bernie Walp, WB6PIO. 

Old Business:  

Minutes of November 2025: Postponed as William Polhemus is not present, minutes will be presented at another time.  

Digi Rig letter: Thomas Avila will forward the needed information on the digi rigs to Jim Tatar for a thank you letter from 

BIARC. 

List Serve transfer: A new list serve mechanism will be established. More on that later in the meeting. 

 We need to explore for a local hot spot for use by the club. Requested to find options by July meeting. Mark Kapono will be 

managing new service for club. C.ofH. WiFi does not work for many programs the club needs at Kamana Center. 

Treasurers Report: 

The only expense paid was the fees for domain host and annual cost. See attached report. 

We are not able to contact one of our past signatures and need to get the new approved board members on the signature list 

with our BOH account. Fred has the necessary paperwork for the bank and made a motion to transfer from the old signature 

card to a new signature as approved by the board. 

Fred Fischer made a motion to end use of the old signature card and to adopt a new signature card. Shawn Farley gave a 2nd on 

the motion. The motion was voted on and passed unanimously. A paper for this motion for new signatures was circulated and 

signed by all available members and signatures’ with Les Hittner not in attendance today.  

The debit card will be requested by Fred after the signature card work is complete. 

Bylaws and Constitution: 

A motion was made by Jim Tatar to adopt the updated Bylaws and Constitution with the most recent update as of May 17, 

2026; all subject to further updates and or corrections if any are found. Dave Miller made a 2nd , and the motion was passed 

unanimously to adopt both.  

Minutes of May 2026:  

Jim Tatar made the motion to accept the May minutes of both the Directors meeting and the General meeting as sent out to 

directors. Dave Miller made the 2nd, and the motion passed unanimously. 

Working Groups reports: 

Programs: The program chair is vacant- no report 

Voice repeaters -William is not present. 

Digital Systems -Shawn- no report 

Operating Activities- William is not present 

Public Service- Jim Tatar - No change 

Education and Outreach- Dave Miller, as attached 

Field Day; 

Main group will be at Wailoa Park next to the wedding pavilion, no pavilion rented so get there early and get the small pavil-

ion. Need to bring pop up, cooler, food, radios, antennas, batteries. 

New Business: 

Fred submitted the liability insurance bill which he already paid from his own funds and Tony signed to reimburse him.  

Jim made a motion that the list serve will only be for current members. Fred made a 2nd and the motion carried unanimously. 

Jim made a motion that Mark Kapono manage the ham gram and Fred 2nd the motion. Motion was voted on and carried unani-

mously. 

 The ham gram will still go out to everyone on the current and new members list. 

Education and Outreach is working with Issac Pedro at Pahoa High school to help establish a radio club there. There will be an 

initial meeting to start the program.  

Meeting Adjourned at 1:19 PM by Thomas Avila, President 
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STATE-WIDE MESHTASTIC LISTING as of Aug. 3, 2026 
 

COMPILED BY KH6RDO, comprehensive list continues on next several pages  
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